Hello,

We are a 'young' family, from Australia who have been living in Greece for the past 3 and a half years. We initially came here when I won a one year scholarship to complete my MA Degree by research (enrolled at an Australian Uni.) Futhermore, we wanted to experience life overseas before our kids got to school age. We surpassed this stage as our kids are now 5 and 7 and go to school here. What we are really pissed off about is the Australian Taxation system. You see, my husband and I worked very hard to pay off a small weatherboard house in Melbourne, which we purchased for a good price in 1995.  By 2000 we had managed to pay off our mortgage, - in the meantime leaving our kids in childcare to achieve this goal, not to mention other personal sacrifices like strict budgeting in all aspects of our life. This is our only property -in the world! What we had no idea about is the 2 year +overseas residence which deems people like us non-residents according to the Aus. tax system.  When we initially came to Greece in 2000 we were renting out our house, which we continue to do. All was fine until the 2 years passed, with the result of us having to pay provisional tax, whereby every 3rd rent goes straight to the tax department! But this is not the worst bit. It gets worse if we decide to sell our house, whereby we pay a hefty percentage in capital gains tax. We are very bitter about what we consider to be a tax rip off.  We are honest, hard working people from working class backgrounds, and because we wanted to live overseas for a bit of adventure (not to mention the experience and education we are gaining in

Greece) we are being penalized by the Aus. tax system. It's really making us consider just selling the house ASAP (because the longer we keep it the more provisional tax and capital gains tax we must pay), and forgetting Australia for good. If this massive taxation did not apply, then we could take our time to come back to Aus. and have our hard earned house to live in - not to mention an appreciation of being Australian in a country that appreciates, rather than punishes its citizens who have decided to live abroad for a while.  What is more, how are we supposed to be positive ambassadors for Australia overseas if we feel such distaste and bitterness for our country's harsh tax system

- when it so heavily penalizes 'battlers' treating them like business people or high flying investors - the latter two which we clearly are not.  It makes you wonder if the 'little people' like us are compensating for the wealthy Australians capacity to tax flee... Anyway, I hope this unfair tax law is revised and changed. Thanks for your time. 
Yours sincerely, 
Kathy Karageorgiou & David Kaneen

