Gary R Bennett

TOKYO. JAPAN. 

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates. Oh my how I would love to come home..We have bought the home , enrolled in school, bought the car ,furniture,boat , but we just cannot seem to find the opportunities that take any consideration that for the past 10 years we have been "playing away" in some of the toughest markets in the world..Most of our Aussie friends and relatives still think we have been on an extended holiday..My contact with Head Hunters and prospective employers fail to consider any skills that have been accumulated over those 10 years.. As one said , out of site out of mind..Forget that building businesses in Japan, Hong Kong , Vietnam, China and India are all so far from the comprehension of most at home that these cultural, economic and regulatorty challenges add so much to individuals that can never be learned or aquired in Australia.. I have on numerous occasions discussed this with Aussie politicans on the Winter pilgrimage to warmer climates anddiscussed the massive gap in Salary levels and Tax.. Having been very fortunate to be based in tax environment that encourage succes ... Unfortunatley this creates a huge problem , even if prospective employer valued International experience.. Sadly we are also considered Tall Poppies and treated very interestingly by many back home.. 

Success outside Australia brings great financial reward.. Recently I was applying for a housng loan to buy a home to live in on our return , the Loan Officer was insistent that the income levels that I was declaring was from  a year and not for a month as I was insisting.. 

Tax and employment opportunites are the major issues... The ability to give back to Australia in both ways is desirable, but unlikely ... The opportunity to find employment (as you've really been on Hol's for 10 years) and the fact that almost half of your income goes to tax makes this transistion impossible.. Australia has a reputation for a sensationalLife Style and Quality of Life .. Unfortunatley this comes at a premium.. A bit like catch 22...Put another 20 illion people in Australia and perhaps the natual growth in the Tax base may help grow and encourage more people to become and return to Australia..

We have a 7 year old , born is Singapore , never lived in Australia We want her to , but the price is just becoming to high and the opportunities so few..

So this Senate enquiry will be interesting in it's finding , my own anecdotal evidence is that Iam not alone in my thoughts and concerns..  

I was very fortunate to be reently considered well  enough to makethe Bulliten      's list of most Influential Australian in Asia ..Sad that that carries no creedence in Australia , regarless of my successes with our near neighbours..

Oh my God I do want to come home , but someone took the candle out of the window , locked the door and went to bed... Please can you help wake them up... 

Gary Bennett

ps.. Happy to talk more .. We need to get more Aussies back..

