Addressing the Committees Terms of reference I submit the following.

(a) The extent of the Diaspora.

I think there are about one Million Australians living overseas which I read here recently, and maybe that came from a Newspaper article about what Germane Greer said about Australians, which I don't agree with. It's a lot but don't know how that compares with other countries but suspect that it may not be any worse than other countries such as Canada, off course the big attraction here being the USA

(b) Factors Driving Australians overseas.

I would think that the main factor that drives Australians overseas is their curiosity and feeling of isolation from the western countries such as UK ,USA and European Western countries. They hear lots of news from Washington, London etc and decide to satisfy their curiosity. About the only thing that could be done would be to move Australia closer to those countries - not possible. Other wise encourage Australians to return after their visits to other countries by showing interest and appreciation of their knowledge gained from their traveling. 

(c) Costs Benefits and Opportunities.

In my own case I was an Aeronautical Engineer and obviously the opportunities in that field were far better here in Canada than Australia where the Govt gave very little support to the Aircraft Industry so I stayed here because of that. Interestingly, I did apply for an Aeronautical Engineers Position with the Australian Civil Aviation Dept and did not even get a reply. Canada has at least 3000 aircraft designed and manufactured in this country, a great source of income and technology development to the country.

(d) Needs and Concerns of Overseas Australians.

Until recently I almost got the feeling from the previous High Commissioners Office here that Expatriates were not to be given much consideration and almost looked upon as turncoats. Many Australian Government foreign officers seem to have a very autocratic and unfriendly manner. The lack of dual citizenship recognition was very frustrating to Expatriates but that has  changed now. 

(e) Measures taken by other Comparable Countries.

Don't know what other countries do.

(f)Ways in which Australians could better use their Expatriates.

More recognition and consideration of expatriates from Australian Govt Offices in the expatriates country of Residence. Change of attitude of Australians to other countries that Australia is "not the only pebble on the beach". Like anybody who moves around and broadens their experience expatriates become knowledgeable and can make a better contribution to others including their  mother country.

Develop industry more in Australia especially of a technological nature.

Promote the development and sustenance of clubs for Australians like the clubs you see in Canberra for the various immigrant  countries. i.e. help gather local Australians for Australia day, Anzac day etc and advertise these days in the other countries. Some of this is being done in Ottawa now.

My Conclusion and Recommendation

Australians are a pretty free and adventurous people and are in an isolated location and always will continue to travel around. Encourage their return by accentuating the  great things about Australian such as the beaches and weather. Develop all types of industry as much as possible especially technoligical.  

