This may well be too late and not really what you are looking for.  I don’t open my email as often as I should and missed the reminder After completing Nursing training in Sydney I left Australia in October 1963 to  see Europe and work in UK to supplement my finances, I did this for a year and a half..  I came to Ireland in 1965 as some of my forebears were Irish and I wanted to see their territory.  While on this trip I met the man I eventually married.  This radically changed my initial objectives as I was planning my return to Australia about this time but changed my mind. I have lived here in Ireland since 1966 and have three children who have dual nationality.  I have been fortunate in being able to go "home" occasionally and until 1981 had no trouble re-entering Ireland. Formerly I had come back here through London but on arriving  in Shannon I discovered I was an "illegal alien" but my husband was with me and they accepted my other identification. Currently I am widowed, well settled here with a good infrastructure of friends and some voluntary interests.  My children are all settled in relationships and careers and all are in the process of purchasing homes. Both of my parents were at least 2nd generation Australian born, each half English and half Irish. None of my immediate personal family have held other than Australian citizenship as far as I know .Since the Section 17 repeal of the 1948 Act I have not taken out Irish citizenship, there would be no difficulty doing it and probably will in the future to aid returning here and travelling in Europe. I don’t feel other than Australian and am very proud if it,  I still get homesick which amuses my friends but I point our that thousands of  Irish living and working in Australia would feel the same. I have not problems assimilating here as so much is the same as my previous life.  I grew up in a fairly strict Catholic family way and was taught by mostly Irish nuns so you may say I was well primed for living here.  I also spent my first 26 years praying for rain and God has answered my prayers………  Now I wish I could post it home. Over the years I have had good rapport with the Embassy in Dublin and  am also invited to various lectures in the Australian History section of University College Dublin.  These have been most useful in re-aligning my concept of a truer history that than taught in the late 40’s and early 50’s. 

My three children are well educated, all went through 3rd level studies.  They comprise one primary teacher, one Aer Lingus pilot and the youngest works in Technology, currently teaching in his workplace. I don’t think I will ever move back permanently, my children are settled here with partners and mortgages.  I have never encountered any real problems with any travel, finance or other issues and  have been left comfortably off by my late spouse. I don’t feel entitled to vote or be on any census in Australia as I have lived her for so long and my issues are here. In every walk of life here there are young Australians in their hundreds, I speak to any I meet and am always on the alert for the accent.  I am very proud of the current travelling young people, most are well adjusted, assertive and seem to be a credit to their country. I hope this is of some use to you, though rambling.  My personal details are: Anne Frances Schofield, born Inverell NSW on 26/11/1937.

Parents: Elva Mary McCosker and Thomas William Schofield of Brewarrina NSW I married Barry Steen in Sydney in January 1966 and returned to Ireland.

Currently:

Anne Steen

Navan,   Co. Meath

Ireland.

Thank You.

