Elizabeth Floyd

London

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry 

into Australian Expatriates.

Driving Factors for Australians to live overseas - here’s my view:  

It's part of our culture - nay peer pressure, to travel to 'Europe' , which inadvertently means London and Paaaris Fraance!   Well that's how it was when I was growing up in Perth in the late 60’s early 70’s.  All my friends did 'Europe' in this way.

I was a bit later in getting started on the long-haul treck, when as an excited young 18 year old who left school at FIFTEEN, I ventured 'over East' aka Sydney and this is when it happened!  It was here on this very first trip that I learned my first big lesson in life.  All that excitement - working two jobs for 18 months to save up to go 'over East'; all those endless discussions about the pending trip; all that imagining another world and another life - getting out of Perth and hitting Sydney!  

And guess what I discovered?  I think it took me about 48hours after arriving in Sydney station.   I discovered our surroundings WERE completely different; the people we were living with WERE different; the housing and streets and shops and city water front WERE all different.  Even the beaches were different… But..  I as in me - Elizabeth… I WASN’T different!  Nothing felt different in my head - same thoughts, same person, same feelings, same voice; same words;  same background, same family back home;  same look!  And my point is?????????  

I realised that travelling was about me experiencing lots of different things.  It was not about ESCAPING or HIDING because that could never happen.  I would always have ME with me!   So, if I have difficulties in my future life, I should remember that there’s no running away.  One has to deal with things head on and resolve them.  I’ve lived by that today and it’s been such a valuable lesson!    I also realised I was safe and secure inside and would have ME looking after ME wherever I went.  I was ready for a life of adventure. When it came - it came in a HUGE and totally unexpected way!  

I lived in Sydney and NZ for about a year each, respectively after which  I returned home to Perth.  I landed a respectable job as ‘youngest branch manager’ (The West Australian clippings I have, verify) of a recruitment agency’.  All was going perfectly until I threw it all in after a mysterious long dark haired - bewigged woman came into to register.  She wanted a ‘different’ job and kept stressing to me that it had to be something exciting and different!  She fascinated me - beautiful in an exotic ‘girl from Sydney’ sort of way.  The next afternoon just the job was advertised on the radio.  ‘No agencies’ it said!  I thought I would do her a favour and despite no fees,  called and made an appointment as if I were her, in her name.   

I desperately tried to make contact with her.  I tried by phone (they said it was the wrong number); telegram (it was returned undelivered)?  Eventually I drove around to her address (clearly written on the Registration form) to tell her about the fabulous job interview she needed to attend 0900 the following morning.  She didn’t exist!  “Not known at that address; not known at the phone number.  Weird or what??? 

As a matter of professional courtesy, I turned up myself to come clean about what I had done and to explain the girl wouldn’t be turning up.  I was invited in for coffee as the prospective interviewer now had a spare hour slot!!  FOURTEEN days later I had left my job, boarded a Russian Cruise Ship in Fremantle and sailed off into the blue yonder………literally, never to return!

b) BENEFITS & OPPORTUNITIES

My land of milk and honey certainly turned out to be elsewhere!  I've been living away from Australia since 1977 yet I don't think I ever actually decided to stay away.  The adventure just keeps on rolling.  Living in the UK since 1980, that little 15year old school-leaver has been a Board Director of a large communications company; worked with Princess Dianna and the Duchess of Kent and a load of other A grade celebrities; ran her own Events Agency from 1996 with major clients like IBM and Ericcson, until 18 months ago, when she launched a 2nd business - Headhunting & Recruitment for permanent jobs in the Events sector (27 years later I come full circle and back to recruitment eh? That too is a bit weird from where I stand.  The opportunity came from nowhere!!).  

Oh... and there's more!  The adventure included a Business Management HND and a Marketing Degree along the way;  3 years world-cruising on Russian Cruise Ships where in Montevideo, I met and fell in love with my English husband (a great 8-9 year marriage though ex now) and nearly 20 years in the events industry travelling the world.  Today, I have a wonderful partner; live in my own fab apartment in a fab address -Sloane Square in Chelsea, London; have a 5 year plan which ends in the sale of my business in 2007 and who knows - maybe I'll be heading back to live in Perth, for some brand new adventures!

d) NEEDS & CONCERNS OF OVERSEAS AUSTRALIANS.  I’ve always remained totally proud of being Australian and interested in all things Australian - general information; art; literature; theatre; etc.  I guess, however, I have ensconced myself in the culture of my surroundings and never really sought to become involved with other Australians or Australian networks.  Maybe because I never feel that far away, having a large family in Perth (I’m one of 8 children) and we talk by phone and email very regularly.  I also go home every 1-2 years for Christmas.   

Having said this, I have recently been doing a bit of research into what's possible in London (thus coming across the Southern Cross network).  I have become interested in getting a bit more involved in things Australian….  I haven’t discovered anything much as yet though I have just heard of 2 women’s networking events/groups so I’ll check that out.  Maybe my new found interest is because I don't know what the next step will be after I sell me business and no longer need to work.  And a natural option will of course be, heading ‘home’.

Hope this is Useful

Elizabeth Floyd

