Dear sir/madam
 

I  was born in ALBION MELBOURNE  in AUSTRALIA on the 10thOCTOBER 1967.  My father and mother migrated from MALTA IN 1965 and lived for 11 years in AUSTRALIA.
 

As a child i enjoyed dual citizenship: i was AUSTRALIAN  by birth under law and MALTESE by descent under MALTESE law.
 

 In OCTOBER 1975, when i was 9 years old,  my family moved back to MALTA.
 

Under MALTESE  citizenship law   I  was required to decide between MALTESE and  AUSTRALIAN  citizenship  between my 18th  and 19th birthdays.  Priorto amendments  which  took  effect  on 10 th FEBRUARY 2000,  maltese citizenship  law did not allow dual citizenship in adulthood.
 

I  was  required  by the MALTESE  citizenship  authorities  to present  documentary  evidence  that i had formally  renouced my AUSTRALIAN  citizenship  under  AUSTRALIAN law  using section 18 of the  AUSTRALIAN citizenship  act 1948, in order  to keep  my MALTESE ctizenship beyond my  19th birthday.
 

I opted to keep MALTESE citizenship  in adulthood due to fact that life in MALTA  for me without MALTESE citizenship  would have been extremly  difficult.  In particular that i had a chioce  to contiue to  study  for free in nursing and after my studies i can get a job, which in fact i still have with the public service as a nurse in the GOZO GENERAL HOSPITAL.
 

At the time  that i renounced  my AUSTRALIAN citizenship  i did so only because  i felt  compelled  and essentially  had no  choice in the circumstances.  I  was extremely  unhappy  about  forfeiting  my AUSTRALIAN ctitzenship,  because  i was  born in AUSTRALA,  spent my formative  years  there and still  consider  myself to be " AUSTRALIAN"  today,  even if i am not legally an  AUSTRALIAN citizen.
 

AUSTRALIA citizenship  is my birth right because i was born in AUSTRALIA.  I still maintain close ties  with  AUSTRALIA IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS.  I have a brother who lives in MELTON  MELBOURNE  and a sister who is in  BLACKTOWN  IN N.S.W.  I even have 8 uncles/ aunties...cousins. Infact when i married in MAY 1994  i came to  AUSTRALIA  for my honeymoon  and i felt a bit sad when at the embassy in MALTA,they told me although you were born in AUSTRALIA  you are just the same as a MALTESE born. I  stayed from 1st june  till 17th july.
 

I  always keep in touch with my family . I  hope that one day  i be abile in any way to help my birth land"AUSTRALIA"
 

I  note that AUSTRALIAN LAW  changed  with effect from 1 st JULY 2002 to allow people  who renouced their AUSTRALIAN  CITIZENSHIP  IN ORDER TO RETAINanother citizenship to apply to resume their AUSTRALIAN citizenship  up to the age of 25 years.  However, this provision does not assit me, because i was over the age of 25 years on 1st JULY. 
 

Regardless fo the fact that i am not formally an AUSTRALIAN citizen, i cosoder myself to be an integral of AUSTRALIAS now significant diaspora.  Many thanks  for the opportunity to contribute to the work of your commitee in this inquiry.
 

 

    yours faithfully
 

mr JOSEPH XUEREB
MALTA
