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Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of 

the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.  I would like to share my experiences as an Australian expatriate as they relate to the terms of 

reference of the inquiry.

(a) The extent of the Australian diaspora - my personal experience.

I have been living in Europe for the past five years since getting a job with an international Dutch company (one that has had a relatively long history of good experiences hiring Australians).  I first arrived in the 

Netherlands, and stayed there for a bit over a year and a half before 

moving within the company to our office in the UK.  That move was 

primarily motivated by personal reasons, as I was having a relationship 

with an Australian girl who was studying for her Ph.D. at Oxford.  I stayed 

in the UK for about two and a half years, before moving back to our company 

headquarters in the Netherlands when she finished her thesis.  We have been 

living together here in Holland for the past year.

I have always very strongly identified myself as being Australian while living overseas - much more so than when living in Australia, even, as your nationality is brought into sharp relief when you are 

living as a foreigner.  I return to Australia at least once every year 

to visit my friends and family and to smell the eucalyptus in the air.  And I still call Australia home. 

(b) The variety of factors driving more Australians to live overseas.

The most important reason I moved overseas was really a desire to see 

the world, and broaden my life experiences by living in new country and culture. 

Part of my desire to live overseas originates from the time when HECS was introduced.  I was studying at university at the time and was quite alienated by the government's decision to introduce that tax.  I 

decided that when I graduated I would pay tax in a different country, and to this day I still owe almost all of my accrued HECS debt.  In 

fact, I view this debt basically as a tax on returning home.  Even though the amount of money isn't as significant now as it was when I 

was a student, it is one of the disincentives for me returning to live 

in Australia.

Finally, it was the opportunity to get an interesting international job, to travel the world and to meet interesting people and do more interesting things than I ever could do at home that lured me away.

(c) The costs, benefits and opportunities presented by the phenomenon.

I am acutely aware of the cost of being overseas, and that is 

mostly being away from my friends and family at home.  Missing 

out on sharing their lives with them - not seeing my parents growing older, and not seeing my friends' children growing up. 

On the other hand, I am having unique experiences here that I could never have at home.  My job *is* interesting.  I do travel the world, and meet interesting people.  But it seems that the longer I spend away from home, the harder it becomes to take my experiences 

home and to use them to build a life there again.  My work is 

specialised, and there isn't really the opportunity to do at home what I do here.  The networks of friends and business contacts I have built up here also don't translate to an equivalent life or job back home.  The international contacts that Australians living overseas have do present a huge opportunity, I am sure, for those people who can translate their experiences into a job in 

Australia. 

Financially, I am well rewarded for my work - better than I would be in Australia.  Although my perspective on that does vary with 

the exchange rate, of course!  One of my original plans was to 

save enough money living overseas to return to Australia and 

buy a house.  But the housing boom in Australia has made

that investment much less attractive, and I have largely lost interest in that plan.

(d) The needs and concerns of overseas Australians.

It is important for me to keep in touch with my Australian roots while I am living away.  The ability to get Australian radio stations (JJJ and the ABC) over the internet has been invaluable at times for keeping in touch with news and events at home.  But it is also important for me to keep in touch politically, and one of the most important ways of doing that is being able to vote.  Despite going to some trouble to make 

sure I was registered to vote as an overseas elector when I 

first left Australia, I was extremely disappointed at missing 

out on voting in a state election because of ridiculous 

bureaucratic convolutions that somehow meant I was dropped from the electoral roll without being aware of it.  And that had 

a really terrible effect on my sense of being Australian at the 

time.  I also had to take a day off work to travel to the 

Australian embassy in London to vote in the last national elections, 

which was annoying.  (Postal votes had to be sent in some weeks 

in advance, as I recall.)  Surely there could be an easier way!?!

Having a good relationship with the Australian embassy is also quite important to maintaining ties with Australia.  I had a 

great experience with the embassy in London - they would put

on regular events where you could meet distinguished people visiting from Australia, and other South Australians (relevant for me!) living in the UK.  They actively maintained contact with the 

Australians living there, and would send out emails and news- letters about events throughout the year, and really make you 

feel like you were in touch.  Unfortunately, that contrasts badly 

with my experience with the Australian embassy here in Holland. I never hear anything from them, and I feel like the government doesn't know or care that I'm here.  I think that is really a 

missed opportunity in not connecting people who are sharing similar experiences and could really help each other.  I would have 

benefited greatly from having the opportunity to meet some 

fellow Australians when I was first settling into a new 

country.  Of course I have made many good "native" friends

in the countries I have lived in, but I still find it 

invaluable having some Australian friends who I can share

a common culture with.  And here I don't even have the 

chance to meet other Australians who are living in my neighborhood!

I think it is a very good step the Australian government has recently taken to make it possible to have dual citizenship with more countries.  I would never give up my Australian 

citizenship to take a European one, but the opportunity to

have dual citizenship could be very useful in simplifying my life here.

(e) The measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the 

needs of their expatriates.

-

(f) Ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to 

promote our economic, social and cultural interests.

I often get the feeling that Australians run much of the world, seeing the jobs that our expatriates are doing.  There is a wealth of cutting edge experience and skill that these Australians posses 

that would surely benefit Australia if they finally return home.  I think the government should take some simple measures to keep Australians in touch with Australia, to encourage more 

Australians to return.  And in fact, I am pleased to see this 

inquiry take place as that is one small but important way that 

I can see my country still values me as a citizen.  And that helps me think that one day I will bring my experience home with me, experience that I can use to enrich Australia.  That, and escaping the awful European weather!

Yours,

Mike Garrett

