I hope the following information helps:

I am an Australian by birth and was born in Sydney on September 11, 1947. I grew up in Sydney attending Homebush Primary School and then Sydney Grammar. I went to the University of Sydney and obtained a B.Sc (Hons 1)in 1969 and Ph.D in theoretical physics in 1973. I went to Oxford University, U.K. for a two year post-doc and then got a fellowship at Melbourne University. I was returning to Australia via the United States and visiting M.S.U in East Lansing, Michigan when I was informed by Bruce McKellar, my contact at Melbourne University, that there had been a drastic cut in Federal Science funding and that my fellowship was gone. The M.S.U. folks who were hosting my visit at the Cyclotron Lab helped out by arranging for me to get an NSF fellowship for 6 months. Following that things went as follows:

(1) 2 year post-doc at the University of Pittsburgh (1976-78)

(2) 2 year post-doc at MIT (1978-80)

(3) 3 years as a tenure track assistant professor of physics at Boston Univerity (1981-83)

The I switched into software development and have remained in that sector to this time. I had various jobs in CAD, machine vision and robotics, smart weapon development, image analysis, etc. I transitioned from standard full-time employment to consulting in 1992 and started my own software development company, RGB Software Inc, in 1998.

As I understand it I lost my Australian citizenship in 1987 when I became a US citizen which was a requirement for working on classified smart weapons development (which I did for 2 years at Textron Defense Systems). My wife at the time (Cerise Lim Epstein) also lost her citizenship when after getting a law degree from Harvard and working at a major law firm in Boston for a number of years, she went to work as a prosecutor in the Boston US Attorney's office. In 1988 we divorced. Cerise and I have one son, born in Boston in 1984. We are on good terms, had joint physical custody of him while he was growing up and now he is 2nd year at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. I remarried an American in 1992, we had a son in 1995 who is now in elementary school.

My home is Boston. My family is here. My home is also Sydney. My family is there. My mother is still going strong at 88 and my sister lives in Mosman, Sydney. I have too many relatives to count, as my father was one of seven children.

My experience in the United States has been pretty remarkable, if unplanned. I have been welcomed here. I would like to feel the same about Australia. I have two families in two countries. I never planned this. But that's what happened. I miss Australia on a regular basis and am sad that you folks down there don't consider me worthy of being an Australian. Most of what I am is because I grew up in Australia. I have a wealth of knowledge about living and working in the States and would love to share it. The States and Australia have much in common, but it seems to me that most Australians really don't understand America. In general, Australians living overseas would bring an essential perspective to decision making and general life in Australia.

What I think you should do:

(1) Embrace all overseas Australians. Make them feel part of the Australian community.

(2) Although now Australians can have dual citizenship, those who took another citizenship before the recent law change are still out in the cold. Bring them back into the fold by restoring their lost citizenship and don't insist that they return to Australia to live.

(3) Ask for our assistance in any way. We are eager to help. Ask us further questions in relation to this enquiry!

(4) Grow Australian expat communities in every city in every country you can.

(5) Treat us with fairness and dignity.

(6) Get us some decent meat pies over here!

(7) Subsidize a cheap TV channel to bring us cricket and Rugby!

I am assuming the the February 27,2004 deadline takes account of the fact that it is still February 27, 2004 as I send this.

Good luck with the enquiry. It is a great development for us Aussies overseas!

Geoffrey N. Epstein

Newton, MA 

USA
