Peter Medley

Fairmont, WV
Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

Although I have been away from home for many a year, Australia will always be home.  I became a naturalized US citizen back in 1976 when I joined the US Air Force.  I was under the impression, at the time, that I would not lose my Australian citizenship.  It was years later that I learned that this was a false impression.  Although I have prospered, to some degree, here in the US, I have never felt ‘at home’ here.  The old adage is so true that ‘you can take the boy out of Australia, but you can never take Australia out of the boy’.  My family has a rich history in Australia on both my father’s and mother’s side.  My Grandfather, Sir John Medley, was knighted by the Queen for his work in education, including his renovation of Tudor House.  There is a building on the campus of the University of Melbourne that carries my Grandfather’s name, who was a Vice Chancellor, Medley Hall.  My past is Australia and not matter what, my future is Australia.  The ex-pat issue is of no small importance to me.  Although the focus seems to be on those still of Australian citizenship but living and working overseas, please do not forget those of us that feel left behind or even forgotten.  I, as many others do, still consider ourselves Australian.  Please find it within your wisdom to let us know that you still care.

Most sincerely,

Peter Medley

I must state at the outset that I consider myself an expatriate even though I lost my Australian citizenship some year ago.  At the time I believed that I would retain my Australian citizenship only to find out years later that this was not so.  I am currently in the process of rectifying this situation.  Australia is, and always will be, my home.  Although I do not currently have my citizenship, to me a technicality, I am an Australian..  Claiming Australia as my home is not a debatable point, it is a fact.  Having been in the US for far to many years, I believe that I am qualified to make this submission.  I have prospered, to an extent, in the US and even served in the US Air Force (the reason I lost my Australian citizenship due to the fact that I had to become naturalized for a Secret security clearance).  But never, at any point, did I think of America as home.  My home is 10,000 miles away.

The exodus of Australians in recent times is a phenomenon that will evade any attempts to categorize or define it.  I have met, in my travels, more that several expatriates who have left home for a variety of reasons.  Even here at NASA, where I currently work,  our Research Chairs is an expatriate.  His reason for leaving was simply work related. He left Australia in 1998 to accept the job here at NASA.  This is obviously a specialized reason for leaving in that Australia does not have a space program as does the US.  Looking a bit closer to home, why did my parents move to the US?  Again, it was work related.

