To:

The Secretariat
Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee
Room S1.61, Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
AUSTRALIA

From:

Annette Lynch, M.B., B.S., D.P.H.

Belmont, VT
USA

Re:

Australian Expatriates – Loss of Australian Citizenship
I left Australia in 1963, three years after graduating from Medical School at the University of Sydney, to study at the University of Pennsylvania for two years.

After obtaining a diploma in Public Health at the University of Bristol, England I was invited to the Medical College of Pennsylvania to teach Community Medicine. This was the exciting years of the Great Society and I was determined to learn as much as I could in order to bring that experience back to Australia. 
To continue in my faculty position I had to get a Pennsylvania Medical License and to do this I had to apply for US citizenship. By becoming a US citizen I had to give up my Australian citizenship! In order to continue the early growth of my career and professional life, and its regular paycheck, I had to be thrust aside by my own country – to no longer belong to the land of my parents and grandparents. To be forced away by the country to which my great-grandparents had fled after the Potato Famine.

Of course I still felt I was an Australian. I still sounded like one. I was still connected with my family and friends and visited when I could. 
I am puzzled why Australians who roam on the face of the Earth, who add to the life of so many places, who represent their country and add to its reputation, are so punished by their government. Maybe the reason for this custom had some validity in the past, but I ask you to consider if any good is served by continuing the practice into the future. Let Australia’s wandering children know that they have a home country where they are always welcome. It is hard for me to comprehend how such a change in policy would have negative consequences for Australia.
I beg you to consider changing the law that makes orphans of us who find ourselves participating fully and responsibly in the life of other countries around the world. 

