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I wish to address the needs and concerns of overseas Australians. I would be happy to assist Australians moving to London.  
My wife, my five children and I have lived in UK, an hour north of London, for three years and two months. I am aged 49 and am a Computer Manager, working for a bank in the City of London.
I feel that my family, all born in Australia and citizens of Australia, should be recognized and accepted as an integral part of the Australian nation. This includes the right to remain on the electoral roll for my wife and me, and the right to enrol from overseas for our five children when they turn 18. After three years in UK, we have applied for, and been granted, UK citizenship, but that does not change the fact that we remain Australians.
I have used Australia House in London only for witnessing my application for a NSW driver’s licence renewal.

I have found two valuable non-governmental contacts with Australia in UK:

The Australia Shop in London:  http://www.australiashop.co.uk 
The Southern Cross Group: http://www.southern-cross-group.org  

I found it difficult to open a bank account and obtain a credit card in UK, even with references from my Australian bank. So that I do not have the same problem when returning to live in Australia, I have maintained my Australian bank accounts and credit cards.

The infant, junior and secondary education in the UK is on a par with what we experienced in Sydney. However the different subjects, different syllabi and different academic years do cause some transition problems.

I have visited Australia last year for two weeks. Since I no longer hold a Medicare card, I was concerned whether my GP or hospital fees would be covered if I fell ill.

I would like to return to Australia at some point but am concerned with some repatriation issues, including employment, housing, education for my children, and finance.
My children intend to return to university in Australia individually, as each completes his or her A Levels (matriculation).
When I moved to UK, I was unable to move my superannuation to UK. I am unsure whether I will be able to move my UK superannuation to Australia when I return there.
In Australia I had HCF health cover and when I moved to UK, my employer provided BUPA health cover. I am concerned that when my children or my wife & I return to Australia, there may be some waiting period when taking out Australian health cover.
