The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to Committee's Inquiry into Australian expatriates.

My name is Diana Teplyj, an Australian of Ukrainian parentage, now living and working at the United Nations Office in Vienna, Austria.

After receiving my First Class Honours degree in French studies (with a double major in French and German in addition to Italian and music studies) at the University of Western Australia in 1978, I was awarded a scholarship to study at the University of Besancon in France which gave me a teaching qualification.  One year later I returned to Perth and was faced with a

choice: teaching French in a high school in Pinjarra, then a small country town 80 kms out of Perth, or accept a post with the United Nations Information Service/Visitors Service in Geneva (as I had applied for a position after visiting the UN HQ in Geneva).  After much soul-searching - i.e. the conflict of accepting a post "pre-prepared" by the Deptartment of Education and settling in Perth versus the challenge of accepting a public relations position in Geneva where I could use/develop all of my linguistic skills (English and Ukrainian as mother tongues, French, German, Italian, later also Russian) - I opted for Geneva, viewing this as a unique opportunity for a Perth girl - and, furthermore, one could not do very much at all with European languages in Perth at that time.

My two years in Geneva led to challenging public relations/administrative positions at the Office of the United Nations in Vienna, where I still find myself today.  Vienna is a very beautiful city: the Austrians take much care and pride in preserving the magnificent architecture which bears witness to centuries of history - not like in Perth (and as been the trend elsewhere in Australia), where so many beautiful, historic colonial-style buildings were demolished to make way for glass constructions - an architectural tragedy.  Even as a child I could not believe why "pretty" buildings were going, one by one, in Perth - that Australians were destroying the little history they had.  And how one had to fight to preserve the little that was left!!  (Naturally we have to make room for the modern architecture, but why oh why destroy the precious little history we do have!!).  With my innate interest in art and architecture, the European experience is extremely gratifying from this point of view.

In Vienna, I also relish the world class cultural life - opera, operetta, music concerts, ballet (prior to uni I was on a scholarship at the Australian Ballet School, but had to discontinue in my second year due to a leg muscle injury), great museums, the fabulous imperial balls etc., but also my activities in the OzCon Australian Women's group, Austro-Australian Society (I'm the liaison officer between the two) and the Austro-Ukrainian Society.

These association activities are just one way of being an "ambassador" for Australia overseas, the opportunities for "promoting" Australia, having accumulated over the years.  Apart from e.g. invitations from teachers, who were on my guided tour presentations of the UN premises in Vienna, to present lectures on Australia to students in Austrian schools, I would like to share with you one humble, but forever memorable and unique/one-time opportunity of promoting Australia overseas in a somewhat differenct way:

through my activities with the Australian Women's Group and Austro-Australian Society, I had organized quite a number of Aussie style bush dances for various occasions in various Austrian towns, a

number of these having had TV coverage.         Then, in 1992, on the

occasion of the prestigious, annual Kaffeesieder Ball ("Coffee Importer's

Ball") which features a             different country every year, and is a

very important event for establishing economic connections/contacts,

Australia was chosen to be the country in the limelight.   Through the

Austro-Australian Society in Vienna I had the honor of being asked to organize the midnight interlude (highlight of the ball) which is traditionally a musical or dance event.  For 2 months I trained 8 couples hard to perform a selection of Aussie Bush Dances: on the night the ladies were dressed in beautiful "old-fashioned ball gowns" (only  floor-length gowns for ladies are permitted at these balls (approx. 200 during the ball season!), either a dinner suit or coat and tails for the men!), and the men looked great in their bush hats, waist coats with white shirt sleeves

rolled up - and performed like they had never done    before - they were

fantastic, as was the bush band which temporarily replaced the full strength waltz orchestra!  After their magnificent performance, I then taught/called (from the stage) the "strip the willow" and, in 2 HUGE

circles (some 400       couples), the toe and heel polka, which was an

enormous success - what a joyous sight of swirling, sparkling ball gowns,

      coats and tails fluttering, the Viennese totally exhuberant with a

new dancing style!!!  It was a sight and event that I and         many

others will never forget.

My present position as Personal Assistant to the Chief of the United Nations Security and Safety Section in Vienna involves many challenges, particularly in this day and age affected by terrorism and terrorist threats.  The position involves not only office administration, but much involvement in project planning, training programmes, security coverage arrangements for conferences/VIP visits, coordinating cultural events (performances and exhibitions) on the premises (Vienna International Centre), contact with the State Police, Embassies and Permanent Missions, and last by not least, it is a position where I can use all of my linguistic and public relations skills to full advantage.  (Maybe worth

noting: on several occasions over the years when I inquired into job possibilities in Perth and would relate information about my position(s) in Europe, the interviewers always asked rather incredulously how I could seriously consider coming back when I was already involved in such interesting positions...)

But the fact is, you cannot have everything you want in one place - I believe you have to enjoy the unique character of every place you get to see and live in - what one city/country has, the other doesn't necessarily. I love Austria, and what it has to offer, including the extensive travelling I enjoy in Europe, but I love the life style in Australia ... and so Perth, nevertheless, remains home for me and as the song goes, without any doubt I still "call Australia home".  For this reason, I keep very well up to date about what is happening on home territory in Australia and it is a matter of absolute priority for me to go home every year for 5-6 weeks.  My planning for the future is, therefore, directed towards Australia - my partner (an Austrian) and I plan to settle in Perth when the time is right for us.

I wish the Committee every success with this enquiry and trust that the submitted compounded information will truly elucidate its terms of reference.

Diana Teplyj

Vienna, Austria

