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Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

When and why you left Australia

I left Australia April 2001 to travel South America, the US and Europe. I planned to live and work in London and get life experience rather than work experience.

The quality of advice available to you from Government and non-Government sources, either in Australia or overseas, prior to departure about what to expect in your planned movements and/or your rights and responsibilities in Australia after departure

I recall the booklet that was issued with my passport was helpful.

If you are still away from Australia, whether your initial objectives have changed since you left Australia and, if so, why

My objectives changed because although it is great to earn the pound, it is expensive living in London. I extended my stay to travel Europe since it is so close to the UK and with very competitive low-cost airlines and countries such as Egypt, Turkey and South America are so cheap to travel on the pound. The exchange rate of pounds to Australian dollars makes it attractive to save a nest egg to take home.

Your current country of residence and whether you have moved between overseas countries while living outside Australia

England, no other country.

Your family situation

I am living with my partner, we are both Australian. My mother, father and sister live in Australia and are all Australian. My mother worked in London as a nurse for the year of 2003 and my sister worked in London for 8 months in 2003 with a working holiday visa.

Your reasons for, and experience in, gaining citizenships other than Australian

A British passport would be beneficial as it allows you to live in countries of the EU and you do not have to apply for visas in certain countries, eg. Poland, Czech Republic. I have not gained a British passport.

The challenges of synthesizing the culture and laws of Australia with the culture and laws of the country in which you now live

The culture and laws are similar in the UK to Australia, so no great challenges. Local culture is readily picked up.

Your thoughts on the most and least rewarding aspects of this synthesizing process

The most rewarding aspect is that you can easily fit in and enjoy the lifestyle. The least rewarding would be geographic position to Australia – it’s a long way home for a visit and expensive. The weather is different, although you do adapt, but always miss the sunny days!

The concept of belonging in more than one country. With which of Australia or your country of residence do you most identify with and how do you identify with those countries 

Belonging in more than one country gives a great feeling of freedom and the chance to return if we so wish after returning to Australia. I most identify with Australia as a fair and open-minded nation. Australia is willing to listen before condemning and has shaped my open-minded nature and helped me assimilate with people of different cultures here in the UK. Australians have a great sense of humour and this is shared with people of all backgrounds and cultures and helps with working and personal relations. Outdoor adventures and travelling are also identified with. I identify with the UK as having good humour, enjoying the pub culture and getting together. The Brits enjoy travelling Europe and the travel culture is easy to adapt to, even if it’s a weekend in Berlin! I have also identified with the Monarchy and the weather here in London.

Difficulties in acquiring residency visas, work permits in your overseas country

I have applied for a tourist visa and a student visa in the UK and been successful without any problems.

Ways you contribute to Australia from abroad

Mainly tourist information for visiting Australian friends and family – local support. Also tourist information for overseas friends about Australia.

Your assessment of educational arrangements and accessibility for yourself in your country at all levels and how this compares with education programs in Australia

I am currently attending an Advanced Diploma in Business Administration in London and the administration/teaching is of good quality, on par with Australia. My Australian degree qualifications were readily recognised here. 

If you are presently living outside Australia, your current thoughts on whether you expect to return to live in Australia, when and why is this so

I will return to Australia to in 2-3 years as I enjoy living in London, travelling abroad and earning the pound whether to spend or save.

How Australia might take better advantage of its diaspora 

Surveys such as this one would be a good idea to get feedback on what we are doing and how we are feeling. The Southern Cross Group has great information and keeps us informed of events and news. The SCG makes us feel more connected to Australia.

