Maria Buttler

Singapore

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

My husband and I are Australian citizens, born and raised in Australia.  We left Australia for Singapore in 1996 due to a job opportunity, with no clear idea of how long we would be away.  8 years later we are still in Singapore, with no desire to return to Australia, for the following reasons:

1) The ridiculously high tax rates applicable to personal exertion income in Australia, and the uses to which that money is put by the government (inefficient public service, a welfare system that encourages people not to work, etc)

2) Safety issues - our two children, who were born in Singapore, have grown up in a place where they don't have to worry about "stranger danger", locking the front door, random violent attacks, drive by shootings, drugs in schools, etc.  I can walk home from any train station at midnight, by myself, at not worry about getting raped or mugged.  

3) Exposure to other cultures - our children are encouraged to mix with children of other cultures, celebrate Muslim, Hindu, and Chinese holidays, and learn the mother tongue of their school friends.  Despite the number of people of different cultures in Australia, the only holidays that are celebrated are Christian and "Australian Cultural" holidays.  How will our children really come to appreciate other cultures when they grow up with the idea that only Christianity counts?

We have faced other issues such as being removed from the electoral role and subsequently being denied the right to re-enrol as we had been away for more than 2 years by the time we found out we'd been removed - why can't we vote?  The Australian banking system continually frustrates us with its inability to cope with the needs of Australians living overseas.  The attitude of immigration officials when we visit Australia (which is becoming more rare) unfriendly and deters us from coming back.  Even the attitudes of our friends in Australia towards our choice to live away from Australia makes us want to continue to stay away.  Maybe we've been spoilt by having the opportunity to live in such a wonderful country; maybe expats in other countries feel the same way.

I don't know how to address these problems - I just know that they are crucial in our decision to not return to Australia.

Best regards,

Maria Buttler
