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Submission to Inquiry into Australian Expatriates

Dear Sir / Madam,

I am Anthony Vella. I was born in Wollogong Australia on

the 18th of August 1967.  This was due to the fact that my

parents migrated to Australia back in 19    and I was born

there.  Due to certain circumstances my parents along with

my brother, sister and I moved back to Malta when I was 2

years of age.

I had dual citizenship up till I was 18 years of age: - Australian citizen by birth under Australian Law and Maltese citizen by descent under Maltese Law (since my parents were Maltese).

Between my 18th and 19th birthday I had to decide whether

to keep my Maltese citizenship or that Australian.  This is

due to the fact that before the amendments that took place

on February 10th 2000 the Maltese citizenship law did not permit persons in adulthood to have dual citizenship.

To be enabled to keep my Maltese citizenship beyond my 19th birthday I had to provide documentary evidence to the Maltese citizenship authorities to prove that I had renounced my Australian citizenship under the Australian Citizenship Act 1948.

My decision to renounce my Australian citizenship and keep

my Maltese citizenship surely wasn?t an easy one but when weighing the pros and cons I had no other choice than to renounce my Australian citizenship at that time.  I took this decision because I felt compelled to do so.  I felt as if I was cornered and couldn?t do otherwise under the circumstances I was in.  By 18 years of age I was already working and keeping my rightfully owned Australian citizenship meant having to lose my job since in order to work in Malta I needed a work permit.  At that time I was engaged preparing to get married so I needed to buy property to be able to provide housing for my family and myself.  Without being a Maltese citizen many complications and lengthy procedures were involved to be able to buy property in Malta and I wound not have been eligible to benefit from housing subsidy.  Any medical treatments required by me from State hospitals would have cost me a bundle.  I would have also fallen under higher tax rate brackets.  I could not benefit from Social Security.  These were a few difficulties among many others.

So as you can see I didn?t really have a choice but I was forced to renounce my Australian citizenship even though I never really wished to do so.  I feel that I was robbed from what was rightfully mine by birth `My Australian Citizenship`.

Although I am no longer legally an Australian citizen I

still feel and I am proud to be an Australian.  I've always kept close ties with Australia by keeping in touch, through various ways, with my brother, uncles, aunts, in-laws, and friends who reside in Australia.

The Australian Citizenship Act 1948 provides those who lost their Australian citizenship under the repealed Section 17 to resume their lost citizenship provided that they state their intention to return back to Australia to reside within 3 years.  I feel it is unfair and unjust that those who lost their citizenship under Section 18 do not have the same opportunity to regain their Australian citizenship.  I state this even more since the 2002 repeal of Section 17 indicates that dual citizenship is accepted by the Australian law as a country in the 21st century.  I feel that those effected by Section 18 like myself should also be given this opportunity and I feel it shouldn?t require former Australians overseas to provide declaration to return and reside in Australia within 3 years.  Residing in Australia should not be the issue of whether one is worthy or not of Australian citizenship.

I firmly believe that I am being discriminated against by Australian law simply due to the fact that the Maltese law under Section 18 back at that time required me to renounce my citizenship, when in fact the citizenship law of other countries did not.

As on the 1st July 2002 the Australian law allowed people

who had renounced their citizenship to apply for their Australian citizenship up to the age of 25 years.  Since I was over the age of 25 on the 1st of July 2002 this provision did not change or help my situation in any way.

Even though law does not consider me an Australian I still consider myself to be one and am proud to have been born in Australia.  Thanks in advance for giving me this opportunity to state my personal views on the situation.

Yours truly,

Anthony Vella.

