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To:  The Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

AUSTRALIA

Fax; +61 2 6277 5794

E-mail:  legcon.sen@aph.gov.au 

 

12th January, 2004.

 

Submission to inquiry into the Australian Expatriates

 

Dear Sir/Madam,

  

I was born at the Canterbury District Memorial Hospital, Campsie, in NSW Sydney Australia on the 20th August of 1957.  My mother and father immigrated to Australia from Malta in November 1954, entering Australia on the 6th October 1954.

 

As a child I enjoyed dual citizenship:  I was Australian by birth under Australian law and I was Maltese by descent under Maltese law.

 

Around the year 1966, when I was past my 9th birthday, my mother decided to move back to Malta, while my father stayed on for another two years.

 

On the 14 October 1975, on my 18th birthday against my wish, I had to renounce my Australian Citizenship as this was required under Maltese citizenship law.  Prior to amendments which took effect on 10th February 2000, Maltese citizenship law did not allow dual citizenship in adulthood.

 

I was required by the Maltese citizenship authorities to present documentary evidence that I had formally renounced my Australian citizenship under Australian law using Section 18 of the Australian Citizenship Act 1948, in order to keep my Maltese citizenship beyond my 18th birthday.

 

I opted to keep Maltese citizenship in adulthood due to the fact that life in Malta for me without Maltese citizenship would have been extremely difficult.  In particular where education at tertiary level came in, access to employment in the public and private sectors was impossible to obtain, access to social benefits was totally non existent and by no means could I purchase property in Malta.

 

At the time that I renounced my Australian citizenship I did so only because I felt compelled and essentially had no choice in the circumstances.  I was and still am extremely unhappy about forfeiting my Australian citizenship, because and above all I was born in Australia and I am proud of it and I openly say that I am Australian by birth, I spent the first and most important part of my formative years there, and so consider myself to be Australian today, even if I am not legally an Australian citizen. Nobody should be striped of what is naturally his and I consider myself to be what I really am, an Australian by birth.

 

Australian citizenship is my birth right because as I stated before, I was born in Australia.  I still maintain close ties with Australia.  My two brothers live there, my older brother left at the age of 21 and still lives there with his family, today he is 48 years old , he and his wife have a good job and have done well economically.  While my younger brother in order not to loss his Australian citizenship at the age of 18 left for Australia where he has a family of his own. I have many uncles who one could say have lived their entire lives in Australia, some of whom have made a name for themselves. Many of my cousins live there and are enjoying a good life in Australia.  My son has been to Australia on holiday with some of my relatives and he has very vivid and marvelous memories of my birth place.  

 

The Australian Citizenship Act 1948 contains a provision whereby those who lost their Australian citizenship under the now repealed Section 17 may resume their lost citizenship as long as they are able to state an intention to return to Australia to live within three years.

 

I feel it is unjust to deny those who have lost their Australian citizenship under Section 18 the same right, when the 2002 repeal of Section 17 says that Australia as a country now accepts dual citizenship as their policy for the 21st century.

 

Not only should the new policy apply for people like myself but it should be broadened so all former Australians living abroad are not obliged to make a declaration requiring them to live in Australia for three years.  I find it unjustified to go through a test to resume Australian citizenship when we have proof  that we are born in Australia and have lived for as period of time there.

 

Before 4th April 2002 many former Australian citizens required other citizenships because it was  a must at the time for financial or other reasons affecting their life in their adopted country.  Australian born Maltese are being discriminated against under Australian law simply because Maltese law at the time required a Section 18 renunciation when the citizenship laws of other countries did not. 

 

With effect from 1st July 2002 it has been noted that Australian law has changed and is allowing people who renounced their Australian citizenship to retain another citizenship to apply to resume their Australian citizenship up the age of 25 years.  This provision however does not allow me the same privilege as I was over the age of 25 on the 1st July 2002.

 

I feel that I have been robbed of a fundamental right to what is legally mine and which although in some way has been rectified it does not cover the whole spectrum of former Australians living in adopted countries overseas.  I am Australian and will always be one but I want what has been taken form me be given back as a right. If new policies have been made these should be made to cover all people born in Australia irrespective of the year they were born in. 

 

Although I am not formally an Australian citizen, I always consider myself to be an integral part of Australia’s now significant diaspora.  Many thanks for the opportunity to contribute to the work of your committee in this Inquiry.

 

  Yours faithfully

 

 

Anny Mary Cirillo (nee Crane)

