Submission to the Senate Committee on Expatriates.

a)  Three of our four children have worked overseas.

    A daughter on completion of her degree in Japanese/Business Studies         

    lived and worked in Japan for 5 years.

    A son lives in Singapore and has worked there for eight years after 

    graduating in Mathematics and Computing Science.

    Our second son works full-time and travels on short contracts for an 

    Australian Company. At present he is in Uganda.

b)  Factors influencing their moves overseas.

    Our daughter wanted to be fluent and literate in the Japanese language

    and immersed herslf in their culture and lifestyle.

    Our son found short-term contracts after graduation was frustrating and

    decided to seek employment where he could have a full-time career with 

    the latest computer technology.

c)  Because of their youth when they moved overseas they chose to live and 

    and work alongside the local people to enjoy the different cultures and

    the way business is conducted. They preferred not to work with Europeans,

    Americans or Australians as they found many comments and attitudes 

    insulting to the local people. 

d)  Australia needs to still recognise their citizens as Australian while

    they choose to work overseas. This should include allowing them to vote

    in Australian elections.

    Embassies and High Commissions should provide unambiguous advice whether

    for marriage, registering births or migration for the spouse.

    After an initial visit they may have to have a number of visits because

    the incorrect form was filled in or you have returned on the wrong day or

    time. This usually incurs having to take time off work and long trips to

    complete the forms. No-one objects to the screening but it would be helpful

    if their commitments to their employment be recognised and correct

    information be given in the first place.

e)  I cannot comment on how other countries treat their expatriates.

f)  While overseas our young people have always promoted Australia and have 

    been accepted into local society. They have never congregated with the

    expatriates and so have been able to dispel many myths about Australians. 

    Only here to make lots of money, drinking excessively etc.

    When adverse publicity about Australia is circulated in the media they 

    can only state there personal view on the subject.

    Having travelled to Japan and Singapoe a number of times and socialised 

    with friends of our children we have been able to enjoy many cultural 

    and social entertainments.

    We are often involved in discussions about expatriates in their

    countries and I feel this term seems to carry some ill-feeling from 

    colonial times.

    Heather J. Siemon

    Ardross 

    27.2.04
