Dear Mr Howard

Thank you for letting me inform you about my experiences since I left Australia over two years ago. First I should point out the reason that led to Kim and I taking this very big step, to stop moving in the direction that we were heading and take on a complete change.  Kim and I had worked for the same company for over 15 years each, and we were well on the way of our planned life, I had progressively been promoted and was at a senior level within the organization and we were financially in a very good position in fact ready to purchase a second investment property. We had achieved what we wanted too in a very short period of time, we were 30 years old, and very happy, then we took off to our usual September holiday destination Bali, we are from Perth. Then about 4 days into our holiday I woke up and turned the TV on to hear the words ‘America is at war’ it was within about a minute of hearing those words that I knew it was time to get off the path that we were on and start to look around and explore this great planet before it was to late, I never went back to the office in Australia from that holiday, I resigned my position as soon as I returned and we started to make arrangements to travel the world.

It took us about three months to get ready before we left Australia, in that time we travelled to Broome in Western Australia and enjoyed ourselves on the beach and just really appreciated the country that we were going to leave for at least 5 years if not for ever.  We arrange our superannuation, visa’s, passports, mortgages, power of attorneys, wills, all the things that you need to do before you take a long trip.  We sold all our furniture and stored all our personal possessions in storage, and also packed up items that would could ship to the UK if we needed them, which we did do after settling down, but we will have over 70 box in storage in Australia.

The first place that we headed was Canada, Ottawa, we stayed for 5 months, and did a lot of travelling and visiting places across North America.  It was great, we had not plans and no time limit.  

Anyway, I am running out of time, we ended up in the UK, and have been here for the past 2 years, and have just purchased a property in Oxford.  I would like to know more about how I can Vote in Australian elections and how long I can stay away and also the Taxation laws for me while I am away.  I love Australia and know that we will return one day but not sure when we are thinking that we will make this a 10 year trip.  The opportunities in the UK for people with my Retail skills are so great it is unreal, and I am learning heaps about larger markets etc.  Would recommend it to anyone, get out and have a look so you can compare what you have with the rest of the world.

Hope this small short story is of interest to you.  I do feel that the Australian High Commission could be more helpful to Australians overseas, and not just a represent the Australian Government to other governments but represent the Australian Government to Australians overseas.

Thanks

Peter Thompson 

Oxford
