CHRISTOPHER KELLY

LONDON 

WHEN I LEFT AUSTRALIA

Arrived in London 1992 and have lived here ever since. 

WHY I LEFT AUSTRALIA

Working holiday.  But two weeks after arrival I started a job with a British 

company listed on the Stock Exchange where I was being paid more than twice 

my market salary in Australia.  For each year since I have had no trouble 

finding work that paid significantly higher than I could get in Australia.  

On my visits to Australia I have established that I would have to accept a 

salary of half or less if I returned. 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN AUSTRALIA & BRITAIN

Culture shock took about four or five years to absorb.  The British seem to 

be more strategic and long term in their thinking; whereas Australians tend 

to be tactical and short term.  An Australian will outwit you but may not 

win in the long term.  I make this comparison on the basis of 7 years as a 

Christadelphian church member in Australia and 12 years as a Christadelphian 

in Britain.  Same community reading the same Bible but the cultures of each 

reflect the Australian and British cultures respectively.  Similar cultural 

differences noted in the workplace. 

Identity issues don’t bother me.  People note my Australian accent and ask 

me about it.  But generally I am welcomed.  I feel equally at home in 

Britain or Australia. 

I maintain involvement in Australian affairs through regular telephone calls 

to siblings in Australia. I am also actively involved in the Institute of 

Chartered Accounts in Australia London group. 

Quality of life is surprisingly lower in Britain than Australia.  Value for 

money in accommodation is much better in Australia than I find in London.  

Consequently, and as I prefer to invest rather than spend, my living 

quarters are below Australian standards in terms of poor utilities, poor 

heating, small size, and little privacy. 

INVESTMENT IN AUSTRALIA

It is more attractive for individuals to invest in Britain than Australia.  

The British income tax regime is less punishing than Australia.  I have to 

keep this under review.  Also NSW stamp duty is much higher than in Britain 

which is a further discouragement to invest in Australia. 

By contrast the British income tax regime encourages investment through tax 

free investing such as Premium Bonds, Individual Savings Accounts (which 

replaced Personal Equity Plans which were also tax free), and certain 

National Savings.  There are NO tax free investment opportunities for 

individuals in Australia. 

