I am responding to the requests for responses from Australian expats. 

After graduating from Adelaide University. I decided to gain some overseas experience. In those days (I left in 1965) it was appropriate for most Australian professionals to gain experience abroad if they wanted good positions ultimately (this later changed under the 1970s Whitlam government) My idea was to work for a few years abroad and then to return to Australia. 

This never happened partly because the time when I wanted to return coincided with the mid 70s Whitlam years, and partly because better job offers came up for me in England than were offered in Australia. I am shortly to end my career as chair and head of a department in a large (23,000 students) British university but for many years I would have preferred to have done this in my home country. Not planned--and I still, after nearly 40 years hold an Australian passport and consider myself to be completely Australian:- but that is how things turned out. 

I have never felt the need for Australian backup while working here. I do, however, feel that in terms of talking to students, teachers and academics in Australia i could have had something to offer in terms of advising people about expatriate problems and relationships (both with people at home and abroad). However the opportunities never arose. I do feel that somewhere along the line there is more I could have done to both take the Australian message abroad and also to bring some of my experience back to my country. 

I have spent most of my life here in higher education, training teachers and latterly developing courses and assessment procedures and principles. I have made 17 trips back home since 1974--but more for family and social than professional reasons. I can expoind further if required. 
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