Sent: Thursday, 8 January 2004 8:28 AM
To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)
 Subject: Inquiry into Australian Expatriates

Dear Sir,

 

Re:
“Australia: love it but leave it”By Sue Hewitt, NEWS.com.au January 4, 2004
 
I am writing with reference to the above news article and how the Australian Government can assist the ASEAN Australian Engineering Congress 2004 (AAEC 2004) to promote Australia in the ASEAN region.

 

Immediately on my appointment as the Overseas Delegate to the National Congress of the (Institution of) Engineers Australia (EA), I suggested that EA jointly organize AAEC 2004 with the Institution of Engineers Malaysia, the national institution of the country where I currently reside.

 

AAEC 2004 is scheduled for 26 – 28 May 2004, in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah. It was timed to coincide with the Harvest Festival (thanksgiving celebration) of the Kadazandusun indigenous tribe of Sabah. The Kadazandusuns are mainly of the Catholic faith.

 

AAEC 2004 seeks to promote ASEAN as a growth region for Australian companies and technology by bringing together key decision makers of the developing ASEAN region and Australia together for the purpose of developing better people-to-people relationships, and therefore a better understanding of the constraints and fears of developing nations. Through open discussions at AAEC 2004, companies in Australia would be able to provide solutions to the many needs of the people in developing nations.

 

Whilst organizing AAEC 2004, I have been made aware of a number of issues, which may only be resolved through Government-to-Government relationships. Most of the developing nations cannot afford to attend the AAEC 2004 and would require some form of sponsorships. As such, I would appeal to you all for the support in the following matters:

 

       Through the diplomatic channels, assist Engineers Australia to invite and sponsor key decision makers in each of the ASEAN and other developing nations, such as Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, China, Philippines, Brunei, Taiwan, Hong Kong, East Timor, Papua-New Guinea, India, Pakistan, Iraq, and Afghanistan to this open forum on developing nations.

 

       Assist us to secure sponsorship from aid agencies such as UNESCO, AusAid, etc to enable leading engineering professionals and para-professionals (from developing countries) to participate in AAEC 2004.

 

       Encourage other Australian institutions to play leading roles at AAEC 2004 such as the Australasian College of Physical Scientists and Engineers in Medicine, and Nanotechnology Australia, which may be well established relationships with the Adviser on Science, Engineering and Technology in the Australian Prime Minister’s office.

 

Although the theme of AAEC 2004 is “Engineering Issues In Developing Nations”, the Congress deals with issues concerning engineering projects in developing nations. In general, these issues have been grouped into three sub-themes being:

 

       Engineering a Safer Region, which will be lead by Mr Bruce Howard, Security Commissioner � Engineering a Safer Australia in discussion on issues relating to terrorism and how engineering can assist in enhancing security for the public.

 

       Engineering a Healthier Region, which addresses issues such as containment of SARS and other viral/bacteria outbreaks; engineering projects in medical science, which enhances lifestyles; and other ways in which engineering can contribute to healthy living.

 

       Engineering Economic Development, which covers financial, social, environmental, education, risk management, technical, and disaster recovery issues affecting engineering and investment decisions. 

 

 

 

Invited speakers to AAEC 2004 includes the following:

 

YAB (Rt Hon.) Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysia

YAB (Rt Hon.) Datuk Seri Musa Aman, Chief Minister of Sabah

YB (Hon.) Datuk Tham Nyip Shen, Deputy Chief Minister of Sabah (an engineer)

HE Mr James Wise, Australian High Commissioner to Malaysia

Hon. Datuk Shane Stone, National President of the Australian Liberal Party

Dato’ Mustapa Mohamed, Executive Director – National Economic Action Council

Datuk Nazir Abdul Razak, CEO – Commerce International Merchant Bank Berhad

En. Mohd. Roslan Ismail, GM – Engineering & Maintenance (Malaysian Airlines)

Mr James Wolfensohn, President - World Bank

Mr Tadao Chino, President - Asian Development Bank

Mr Doug Jones, President – Engineers Australia

Mr Bruce Howard, Security Commissioner – Engineering a Safer Australia

Ir Prof. Abang Abdullah Abang Ali, President – Insitution of Engineers Malaysia

Tan Sri Dato’ Ir Zaini bin Omar, President – Board of Engineers Malaysia

 

 

Instead of assuming that one million of her citizens are residing overseas due to some inadequacies, Australia should be proud that her citizens and permanent residents are able hold their professional and business standing against the world benchmarks.

 

The Government of Australia should also adopt a strategy, which extends beyond her “trade” national boundaries, when dealing with her population, which should include both citizens and permanent residents, particularly those permanent residents who have lived for many years in Australia prior to their departure.

 

As a professional engineer, I can only speak for my profession and, at best, views may be extended to cover other professionals. I am an active member of the Institution of Engineers Australia and its local chapter in Malaysia. Currently, I am the Overseas’ Delegate to National Congress at Engineers Australia, Honorary Treasurer for the Malaysian Chapter, National Assessor of Engineering Competencies (Engineers Australia) for Malaysia and Singapore, and the Organizing Chairman of ASEAN Australian Engineering Congress 2004 (AAEC 2004).

 

Even though I am only a permanent resident of Australia, I am proud of my formative years in Australia and felt strongly that Australia has a very significant role in the development of the ASEAN region. However, the approach to assist these developing nations must be sensitive to the culture of the local communities.

 

Given my background, I strongly support the role of professional organizations, such as Engineers Australia, in the development or enhancement of people-to-people relationships because members of professional organizations have a common interest, which brought them together.

 

In summary, I would like to highlight the following points for your attention:

 

 

1)                  AAEC 2004 is an initiative of the Institution of Engineers Australia, and jointly organize it with the Institution of Engineers Malaysia. AAEC 2004 is scheduled for 26 – 28 May 2003, in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah.

 

2)                  The objective of AAEC 2004 to develop a network whereby people-to-people relationships are developed/enhanced to a level which breaks down the barriers to the flow of economic health and wealth between these developing nations and Australia.

 

3)                  By assisting Engineers Australia organize AAEC 2004, the Australian Government will enhance her leadership role in developing ASEAN and neighbouring developing nations.

 

4)                  The Australian Government should encourage Engineers Australia to promote people-to-people relationships through their local chapters at these overseas destinations, which are able to deal with local sensitivities.

 

5)                  One million “mostly patriotic” Australians living overseas is not necessarily a reflection that Australia is inadequate but Australia should take pride that her citizens can perform to world benchmarks.

 

 

I humbly submit my views and look forward to a helping hand from the Australian Government in AAEC 2004, which represents an effective “… use (of) expatriates to promote Australia” – an issue, which will be investigated by the Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee.

 

In the meantime, should I been of any assistance to the Senate Inquiry, please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Yours faithfully,

Adrian Yong
