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Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I was born in Sydney in 1946 and left Australia for the UK with my parents and sister in 1946, when I was 8 years old.  My father, who had been a Presbyterian minister in New South Wales, wished to work as a minister in the Church of Scotland, as he was not happy with the Presbyterian Church in Australia linking with other churches.  As my mother’s parents, two brothers and one sister were no longer living, the decision to leave Australia was made a little easier for her.  My father left behind his brother, who was living in West Australia.  His father joined us on the journey to the UK, as he was intending to live with his sister in Edinburgh.  Unfortunately, he died on the journey across.

My roots on my mother’s side are well and truly Australian.  My great-grandfather (my mother’s paternal grandfather) settled in Australia in 1853 and my grandmother (my mother’s mother) was born in Australia.  My mother remained resolutely Australian and even kept her accent until her death at the age of 90 in 1997. 

On my father’s side, my grandparents were born in Scotland.  My father, born in non-British India, lived for a few years in Scotland before his family migrated to Australia, where they settled in Albany.  He later served with the RAAF during World War II.  My mother’s sister, a nurse, also served overseas during World War II and died in Palestine, while working with the AIF.  

My parents both remained Australian citizens.  Although they never returned to Australia (nor travelled outside the UK), they had regular visits from Australian friends and relatives over the years. 

I was educated in Scotland, but left for England in February 1966 when I joined the Civil Service.  A few months later I joined the IT section of the Civil Service department, and thus started a long career in IT.  I almost returned to Australia in 1971 when some work colleagues decided to emigrate there.  However, I knew that my parents would never be able to afford the trip to Australia, so I decided not to go, as I thought I would rarely be able to see them.  I applied for British Citizenship in 1978 mainly because of the much closer links being established between the UK and the rest of Europe.  This would make both travelling to and working in other European countries much easier.  My sister had had problems on occasions when returning to the UK after visits to Europe, travelling on an Australian passport.  I bought an apartment in Spain in 1986 and travelled there many times until I sold it 13 years later.  I also worked in Spain for about 6 months.  This would have been much more difficult had I held an Australian passport. 

Unfortunately, I had to relinquish my Australian citizenship to obtain British citizenship.  I did not know then that I could have stayed in the UK as an Australian citizen under the terms of the patriality laws since my paternal grandparents were British.  Had the now-repealed Section 17 not been in force, I could have taken British citizenship without losing my Australian citizenship.  On the one hand, British citizenship has allowed me to live and work in the UK and in other countries in the EU.  On the other hand, being permitted to retain my Australian citizenship would have meant that my birthright was officially acknowledged. 

Having studied at secondary school and university in Scotland and having spent a large part of my working life in England, I do feel at home in the UK.  However, I feel neither Scottish nor English but, like children of Asian and Caribbean parents who come to Britain, I feel British, which is a nationality rather than an ethnic identity.  Nevertheless, Australia is still in my blood and I still feel at home whenever I return to Australia to stay with relatives or friends.  Therefore, when I filled in the 2001 Census form for England and Wales, I entered Australian in the Ethnic Identity box because I feel proud of my Australian roots.

My connections with Australia are still strong and I have several cousins living in Perth and Sydney.  Now that both my parents are dead, my only relative in this country is my sister.  She is in a similar position to me, having had to relinquish her Australian citizenship when she obtained British citizenship, but now considering returning to Australia.

I am now semi-retired, as I gave up fulltime work in July 2001 to look after my father.  I would like to spend at least 6 months of the year in Australia when I finally retire.  However, I cannot commit myself to returning permanently to Australia in the next three years, as I need to remain in England a few more years in order to qualify for a reasonable state pension, to supplement my private pension.  This means I cannot resume my citizenship.  However, this does not make me any less proud of my Australian heritage.

I would like to thank the Committee for taking the time to read my submission and hope that some of my comments have been helpful.

Robert Archibald

