Dear Sir/Madam:

I am one of many Australian scientists who left after their PhDs to do 

postdoctoral work, were successful, and took jobs overseas. I was 4 

years in San Francisco, 12 years as Assistant, Associate and then full 

Professor at the University of Washington in Seattle and now 3 years as 

Director of a large, international, government-funded research 

Institute in Germany.

Australia is a land of tremendous opportunity, especially in business 

and industry, that attracts immigrants from all over the world. My 

guess is that the most important exception to this is in basic 

scientific research. Australia's geographic isolation has meant that 

there is not a strong tradition in this country for excellence in 

scientific research.

However, a number of fundamental changes over the last decade makes 

addressing this deficit very important.

1. It is clear that in the long term (next 20 years) a developed 

country like Australia can only stay on top through massive investment 

in education and research so that it is a world leader in new 

technologies, in language and cultural industries such as advertising, 

TV and film, and in education where there is an enormous market in Asia 

for top-quality, English language tertiary education.

2. Australia is no longer isolated.

(i) It is actually easier to get from Sydney to pretty much anywhere in 

the world than to get there from Dresden or Seattle. E.g. it still 

takes two flights to get from Dresden to London which is the same as 

from Sydney to London, and the direct flights make it a lot easier to 

get to LA and Tokyo.

(ii) Asia is becoming a research powerhouse. Japan and Singapore have 

already established themsleves as centers of excellence in basic 

science. China is embarking on a massive investment program that will 

make it a leader in basic research in the next 10 years. Thus Australia 

does not have to rely on the US or Europe for a scientific research 

community

(iii) email

  In my view Australia has to make a massive investment in education and 

science - this is what it should be doing with its budget surplus. It 

needs private as well as state universities and institutes.

My view is that Australia should not target expatriates for recruitment 

into top academic positions. Thus I think that the Foundation 

Fellowships are not the solution. Australia is such a wonderful place 

to live and if there were the right scientific and educational 

environment and competitive salaries compared to other countries, then 

it could attract the very best scientists from anywhere in the world in 

order to establish a truly international research and education 

environment.
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