Denis de Rozario

Vineyard NSW Sydney

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I am a retired engineer who is registered with RedR Australia Limited, Engineering House, 11 National Circuit, Canberra. RedR deploys engineers to UNHCR and I was deployed to Afghanistan last year and am currently deployed  to UNHCR BO Amman, Jordan. I am the Senior Technical Coordinator, Iraq Operation Unit Amman (IOUA) and we are in 'remote planning' mode for operations in Iraq.

My submission is on the TOR refrence item (f)as shown below:

From the desk of the man in Jalalabad                                      Layperson                      RedR                         UNHCR

                                                                                                                                                             humanitarian                  deployee

The purpose of this article is not so much as to tell about RedR Australia or about its international operations, but merely to make fellow Australians, who have a wealth of experience and specialist skills, aware of the satisfaction one gets in being able to contribute and work for third world nations. One way of attaining such a goal is to get involved with RedR Australia Limited, who, in concert with the world-wide RedR organization, is becoming a well known and respected actor in humanitarian  efforts in war-ravaged or strife-ridden counties in the Middle East, Europe, the Far East and including Africa and South America. 

RedR's Australia endeavors to maintain a register of specialists who could be deployed, within days or weeks, to any disaster area in the world. This is possible because of RedR's links with the UN and other agencies including foreign embassies and UNHAS, for getting people to where they are required in the shortest possible time. 

RedR is closely linked with the Institute of Engineers Australia (IEA) and other engineering organizations internationally, and the process of becoming a registered member is quite straight forward.  RedR selects just ordinary people, enhances their humanitarian skills through training seminars held in various cities in Australia and overseas, registers them for disaster relief work and deploys them to the UN through UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) when called upon. Going through this process and being registered is already a worthwhile achievement.

A RedR registered member leaving Australia for the first time, to take up a deployment in any country, is filled with a mixture of excitement, concern, a degree of worry about safety, and about being able to contribute effectively, including personal issues regarding families and friends.

But once you have arrived, one´s mind narrows down to a hunger to see, to know, to meet, to relate to, to blend in, to be part of the place and the people. Every day, from then on, becomes a learning day, a contributing day, a communicating day, eager to understand and make one´s self understood.

Having total dedication to, and patience towards what one commits one self to do, which may seem vague at the on-start, but evolves into a work scope with one's effort and input, and from then on, the duration of the deployment quickly fly's by, soon to be filled with a feeling of sadness on having to leave new found colleagues and friends, as well as the people to whom you contributed in some small way, towards am improvement of their overall living condition. The rewards of dedicating one's self to commitments such as these are two fold, in achievement and satisfaction, for both the host country and the deployee.

Having been engaged in this line of work, I choose to call it tour of duty, has given me, personally, an inner fulfilment, knowing that I am able to do something for my fellow mankind. I wish to encourage Australians to get involved with RedR Australia by visiting their web site, www.redr.org.au or I shall be most happy to hear from anyone who may wish to contact me at dderozario@pacific.net.au. 

Every country in the world is interesting and exciting, and although security situations may vary to a degree, the locals are always as willing to help you as much as you have come to help them, at least in friendship. They also  help you to understand and appreciate their culture and, as you will soon realise, that western culture is not necessarily best suited to their needs. Having been in Papua New Guinea (PNG) and now, in Afghanistan, two countries totally differing geographically, from lush green rain forests to barren hills and mountains with strips of grasslands in the valleys, I have come across more cattle, sheep, goats, horses, not to mention camels and donkeys, than I have seen in PNG. Though culturally quite different, there exists a strong tribal loyalty and commitment in both countries.

A brief on Afghanistan reveals that this truly is a war ravaged country, having been at war for the last 24 years. When I landed at Kabul airport, I just could not help feeling that not so long ago we were listening to CNN and hearing that the US forces have taken the airport and Kabu, the capitol of Afghanistan.

I did not get muchof an  opportunity to see Kabul as I was whisked-off from the airport and driven 4.5 hours  through mountains and deep valleys to Jalalabad in the Eastern Region. I came across some of our Aussie soldiers patrolling part of this road which was almost totally destroyed due to tank usage by the Russians and the Taliban. Along the way you see burnt out Taliban tanks, trucks etc

There some 16 UN agencies here together with several NGO's. UNHCR bacicslly plays a major roll, together with the other UN agencies, to resettle thousands of returnees from Pakintan, Iran and other areas and IDPs (internally displaced people). The projects are geared towards income generation, i.e. the employment of returnees forming a major part of the project. UNHCR  provides funding for infrastructure (roads & bridges), irrigation, water supply and sanitation including material for shelters and food for work  programs. As a Reintegration Officer, I an responsible for roads and bridges rehabilitation or new construction. Other UN agencies cater for education, health etc with NGO participation. 

Afghanistan, though mountanous and ruggered, has several large lakes which flow through wide flat green valleys, hence the need for suspension bridges. Rice, maize, a varity vegetabless, apples, oranges, grapes, and melons are widely grown and some of the trees in these vallays are large and tall. A few small dams exists providing hydro power.  Life is basically office, guest house and mission trips (visits to project sites, as per security requirements, with 2 x 4 wheel drives with 4 persons minimum), and sometimes requireing armed escort as well. Overall it is pretty safe to work here, so long as you liaise with security The offices and guest house have high walls and with 24 hour armed guards. The same applies to other UN/NGO places. There is quite a bit of social activity here as there seems to be some function on most weekends at one of the UN/NGO centres.

In concluding I would say that besides the pro and cons of working and living in rather harsh conditions, I would gladly do it all over again.

It is my sincere beleif that Australians have vast bank of skills and experience, waiting to be tapped, and getting involved with RedR or other such agencies, is one sure way Australians are helping humaniterian issues worldwide.

Kind regards.

Denis de Rozario

