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Committee Members: Sirs/Madams

Assignment Proposal: 

With reference to the terms of the inquiry stated on the website www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/legcon_ctte/expats03

In making this submission to work with the committee to investigate and evaluate the following aspects of the Senate Inquiry into Australian Expatriates: 

(d) the needs and concerns of overseas Australians.

(e) the measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of their 

     expatriates.

(f) ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our economic, social

    and cultural interests. 

I make these comments:

This Parliamentary Inquiry closely parallels my current work in the Doctoral research program at the University of Western Sydney, titled:-

Organisational Development within the Global Assignment: Australians in Japan.

The purpose of this in-depth qualitative research is to identify factors within the global assignment which enhance, enlarge, and humanise the experience for the expatriate with attendant benefits in knowledge  feedback and growth for their organisation and for Australia overall. From the literature and participant information it seems that re-entry into Australia and Australian society can result in reverse culture shock and dislocation.

The participants in my research are people currently on assignment in Japan, those who have returned and those who may be about to re-locate. 

This research is underpinned by my own experience as an expatriate - six years in Japan and one year in Korea, which enables the depth of communication necessary for quality data collection.

My consultancy, Cross-Cultural Solutions: Judy Steele & Associates, which provides cross-cultural training and associated consultancy advices,  is rapidly gaining recognition internationally with companies and organisations as well as in the multicultural environment of Australia. It is widely acknowledged for its sensitivity, efficiency and clear cut outcomes.

Judith Anne Steele

M.A. App., Sc. Org Dev.

Candidate. Doctoral Program UWS
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