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INTRODUCTION

I am an Australian living in Guatemala. Generally, as people get to know me and a little more about my native country a version of the following question is asked:

‘If Australia is such a nice country, why have you chosen to live here?’

Usually this is the cue to introduce my well-educated Guatemalan wife of European descent and with this, the question seems to have been well answered. It is only a part of this story.

B) THE VARIETY OF FACTORS DRIVING MORE AUSTRALIANS TO LIVE OVERSEAS

I left Australia in April, 1985, bound for Latin America, with the purpose of learning about foreign cultures by living and working for some time overseas. I entered Guatemala late in June ,1985. In January,1986, I started working as an English teacher at the Instituto Guatemalteco Americano (IGA).

Two important events occurred in 1986, while I was at IGA:

1. I met the Garzarro family, who were very keen to migrate to Australia.

2. In October, I met Maria De La Luz Sedano (Mari), who is now my wife.

I spent some time helping the Garzarro family  obtain information relating to Australian immigration requirements, and procedures for getting an interview.

This experience gave me some amiable contact with representatives of the Australian Embassy in Mexico City.

Due to family reasons, I returned to Australia in May 1987. En route, I paid a friendly visit to the Australian Embassy in Mexico City. While there, I found out about the ‘Fiancee Visitor Visa Programme’

I visited Guatemala for about a month around Easter time in 1988, primarily because of my relationship with Mari. Late in 1988, Mari and I decided to get married. I was in Sydney and Mari in Guatemala. I was very keen that Mari and I establish our married life in Australia. I realised that for Mari,to come to Australia, with a son from a previous  marriage, to start a new life  here , without 

knowing anything about Australia or my life here, would be a lot to ask. I suggested that first, she make a brief visit to Australia, on her own, as my guest, under the Fiancee Programme

Mari wrote to the Australian Embassy in Mexico, by certified post and received the return stub confirming that the Embassy had received her letter. She requested information, relating to visiting me in Australia, and a visa application form. At about the same time I wrote to the Australian Embassy in Mexico City,

Informing them that Mari would be contacting them, that her situation was legitimate, and offering  my fullest cooperation.

Surprisingly, neither of our letters were answered. I realised that going about things in this manner could take a long time and so I flew to Guatemala, and Mari and I were married in Guatemala City on 24th December, 1988.

In January, 1989, I returned to teaching English and a couple of months later my wife and I started a small business. Around the middle of 1989, I learned that a representative of the Australian Embassy in Mexico City was visiting Guatemala and so we made an appointment to see her. At the meeting I explained that I was still keen our our establishing our lives in Australia. I also stressed my concern that the Embassy had never replied to either of our letters of late 1988.The Embassy representative promised to look into the matter and get back to me. She repeated her commitment to this during a telephone conversation the following day. She then returned to Mexico City. However, again nothing was forthcoming from the Australian Embassy in Mexico City.

The issue of where we were to live basically resolved itself. In November, 1989,

Mari and I took over a photocopying business and that is still the basis of our business activities today. Our first son Alexander was born on 21st August,1992, and our second son; Martin, on 5th February, 1994. In April,1993, the Guatemalan Department of Immigration strongly suggested that I apply for residency status. We are very strongly committed to our business activities here, our children are well-established in their schooling. Now, in my mid-fifties, I’m not at present inclined to sacrifice what I’ve established here to try to establish a new life all over again in Australia.
This is inspite of the love that I have got for Australia and the strong family and economic links that I have got with Australia.

When I look back over the events of the period 1986 to 1989  I can only conclude the following:

1. When I chose to return to Australia as a single man in1987, there was no problem.

2. However, when I wanted to bring a wife, with a son from a previous marriage, from a third world country, to live in Australia, the new situation presented the relevant Australian authorities with issues that they would rather not have to deal with, and so they didn’t.

F) WAYS IN WHICH AUSTRALIA COULD BETTER USE ITS EXPATRIATES TO PROMOTE OUR ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL INTERESTS.

A MISSED OPPORTUNITY.

Mari and I took over a photocopying business late in 1989. Later , through our business, we became members of the Guatemalan Chamber of Commerce.

One of the most interesting activities of the Chamber was its ‘Exicos’, a programme by which the Chamber would work with the Trade Division of the Embassy of a foreign country, to  promote the marketing of products of that foreign country in Guatemala. This was done by way of an exhibition of products for several weeks in the foyer of the Chamber. There was an inaugural 

cocktail party to which all Chamber members were invited. The costs of the Exico were largely met by the Chamber

Having seen the interest generated by Exicos on behalf of a variety of nations, such as Austria, Taiwan, Costa Rica, Germany, and Israel, my wife and I approached the Chamber with the suggestion of an Exico of Australian products. There was immediate enthusiasm on the part of the Chamber for such a project, and tentative preparations were commenced. I contacted the Trade Division of the Australian Embassy in Mexico City, explaining the concept of Exicos, the entusiasm on thre part of the Guatemalan Chamber of Commerce for an Australian Exico, and suggesting the Embassy’s participation.There was never any reply to my faxes. In the end, my wife and I suggested that the project of an Australian Exico be abandoned , due to lack of interest on the part of the Australian Embassy.

Footnote: As a result of the experiences ( and others) detailed in this submission, I have not had any direct contact with the Australian Embassy in Mexico since 1994.  For example, when Mari and I decided to take Alex and Martin, and Ricardo (Mari’s son from a previous marriage) to Australia,for a visit, in 1998, I arranged Mari’s and Ricardo’s visas through the Australian Embassy in Santiago, Chile, while all issues relating to Alex’s, Martin’s, and my 

Australian passports were dealt with through the Australian Consulate in Los Angeles, USA.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES.

In my opinion, Australians should not underestimate the tremendous international relations success of Australia’s hosting of the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney. Here in Guatemala, Australia is no longer regarded as a remote, far away nation  filled with interesting and exotic fauna, but rather  as a modern technologically advanced, multicultural society with plenty to offer the modern world.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In countries where there is no Australian Embassy:

1. That the Australian Governemnt promote Australian economic, social and cultural interests  through Australian citizenship membership of cultural organizations, sponsored by the British and/or Canadian Embassies.

2. That the Austalian Government promote Australian economic,social and cultural interests through Australian citizenship membership of  cultural, commercial, business and professinal organizations in the foreign nation.

3. That the Australian Government  identify suitably qualified resident Australian citizens who, with appropriate training, could act in the role of  Commercial Trade Representative, in an honorary capacity, attached to the appropriate Australian Embassy.

This submission has been prepared by. 

Graham Smith,

GUATEMALA, C.A.

Guatemala City,

25th February, 2004
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