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RE: INQUIRY INTO AUSTRALIAN EXPATRIATES
I am an Australian by birth and lived in Australia until I was 28 years old. I welcome the opportunity to comment on the Senate’s Inquiry.  I am a lawyer by profession and have Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Laws from the University of Sydney and a Masters of Law from the University of Chicago.  I would like to make a few short comments regarding each of the Inquiry’s terms of reference below.

(a)  the extent of the Australian diaspora;
I believe the extent of the Australian diaspora is much greater than that realized by most Australians. Many Australians move overseas for what they feel themselves is a temporary time which ends up being a significant portion of their lives.  In my own case, I was transferred by the law firm in which I worked to Chicago, Illinois for a one year exchange program.  I met my current boyfriend and decided to stay in the U.S. for a longer period.  I have now obtained a Masters degree from a U.S. university and am working here full time.  However, I still think of myself as an Australian citizen and do not rule out the possibility of returning home one day.  

(b)  the variety of factors driving more Australians to live overseas;
There are many different factors that effect each individual decision.  I felt that I wanted a broader experience than Australia had to offer in terms of my work and life.  I had always wanted to live in another country for a time.  Also, the ability to undertake graduate studies here in the United States is a big factor in many people coming to the U.S. to experience the very different and challenging university environment here.

©)  the costs, benefits and opportunities presented by the phenomenon;
Costs are obviously the loss of talented professionals to Australia but there are benefits and opportunities from this movement as well.  If there are active changes resulting from this inquiry and other initiatives, I think Australia can get a lot out of its expatriates.  Well trained, experienced professionals could easily be enticed back to Australia and they would bring with them a wealth of knowledge, experience and ability.  Many expatriates I talk to really want to eventually move back to Australia but feel they would lose out financially if they made the move.  There is an opportunity to tap into Australians who are overseas at any period in time by making sure there are ways for these Australians to keep in touch with what’s going on and become aware of jobs and opportunities to return.  I think utilizing the internet and setting up information sites for Australians abroad would be a great way to do this.  There are also increasing networks of Australians overseas, like YAPA in the US which could also foster connections between expatriates.  I think the support that some state and the federal government has given these organizations is vital and should definitely continue.

(d)  the needs and concerns of overseas Australians;
For my own part, I actively follow Australian current events, politics and issues. I would like to retain my Australian citizenship, even if I were to take up American citizenship as well.  I am very relieved that there have been recent changes that allow Australian citizens to retain our citizenship even though taking up another.  I would also still like to have the right to vote and participate fully as an Australian citizen.

I also think the Australian government should work with overseas governments to ensure that there is recognition of Australian professional and technical qualifications.  In my case, although I have an Australian law degree and a Masters of Law from the US, I can still not even sit for the bar examination in most American states (foreign qualified lawyers can only sit for the bar in New York and California).  I took the New York bar examination but I live in Illinois and can not take this state’s bar examination.  This makes life very difficult for me and made getting a job here a challenge.  I would like the Australian government to work with the US government and the state governments to try to foster an understanding of our qualifications (which are very similar to the US) and to work towards greater recognition of our degrees here. 

(e)  the measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of their expatriates;
I am aware, because I also have Irish citizenship, that the Irish government allows all those who have a parent or grandparent born in Ireland to take out an Irish passport and Irish citizenship.  As a country with a long history of immigration, it keeps a connection with Ireland and the generations of immigrants who have left.  I think the Australian government should consider adopting a similar entitlement so that expatriates can be assured that their children and grandchildren will have a right to go back to Australia.  

(f)  ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our economic, social and cultural interests.
Firstly, Australia should recognize that its many expatriates, simply by being Australian and excelling in many different areas, are already making a great contribution and promotion of Australia in every place they live.  Australia should tap into the many talented Australians who are now living overseas and promote what they are doing in Australia.  The government could offer scholarships and grants to Australian researchers overseas to come back to Australia to add to research there.  They could also offer tax breaks and other financial incentives to expatriates to ease their transition home.  Making sure that networks of Australians are promoted and funded would also allow Australia to tap into expatriates by getting out information to them and allowing them to promote Australia and its various interests.

Thank you for conducting the inquiry, I look forward to hearing its results and changes that may come for expatriates all over the world.

Yours sincerely,

Mary F. Maher


