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I am an expatriate of 4 years. I left to take advantage of the dot com boom in Silicon Valley in early 2000 but only stayed in California a year before moving out to work for a regional bank in Connecticut. My last move was made when the dot com bomb seemed inevitable.

The reason I came was to make the most of the opportunity to earn a stronger currency at a much higher salary than could be afforded me in my hometown of Brisbane. My plan was to save quickly towards buying a house and building a future back home, but since the housing boom has made prices of property accelerate even faster than I could save my plans are now in need of adjustment.

The reasons why I will definitely return to live in Australia are due to the more socially progressive environment that Australia provides. The main differences socially I have found living here versus living back in Australia is that Australians are less parochial in their outlook. As a mainly urban culture and less of a isolated suburban culture that I have found pervades America, people are friendlier and more laid back, they are also in general more willing to put something in the kitty for the good of the community.

The lack of public healthcare for everyone here means that the people who cannot afford private cover, people on minimum wage, people with mental disorders who can’t keep up with the cost of the rapidly rising health care, end up letting their medication regimen fall by the wayside and so many of them end up homeless, unable to hold down a job due to restricted access to the health care they need. Even people who are otherwise healthy end up losing because of the lack of public cover, I constantly hear stories of people being out of work for a time and meeting with an accident while not having private cover, and then while recovering physically they are faced with financial ruin. You don’t have to live in San Francisco for a full year to see the extent of the problem I am talking about, just visit it for a day and take a drive around. When talking with American colleagues here, I am proud to tell them that we look after those less fortunate and that our homeless problem is nowhere near the magnitude, even our biggest cities don’t compare with the problem here in small to medium sized cities. Overall it just leads to a higher quality of life in Australia, you don’t have the nagging feeling of guilt every time you step outside.

Also, I am proud of having earned my degree and being awarded my position in University based on merit. Education here is so much more expensive that many people who do possess the ability to get through university academically never have the opportunity because of limited fiscal means, but if you have the money anyone can go to university, so much so that a Bachelors has almost no value amongst Americans and a Masters is the minimum needed to be truly considered educated. I have met many people here who, even with English as a first language find difficulty not mangling it, they are the sorts of people who would have been better off not following an academic life course and in Australia the university place would not have been wasted on them, yet they have Bachelor degrees because their parents could afford one for them.

So to summarize I will return to Australia because I want healthcare for everyone and don’t mind paying for it so that everyone benefits. I don’t want to live with the fear of unemployment people have here because an accident while not covered by private health cover can destroy a person financially. I want my children to earn a place in university, not have one bought for them. Australians don’t have the expendable income the average American does but they don’t let their fellow citizens suffer the way Americans do, they don’t have the everyman-for-himself mindset where someone will step on someone else to get ahead and for that I feel that we are immeasurably richer and for that I will definitely move back home.

My move home will be delayed because I am waiting for my American fiancé to finish paying for her ridiculously expensive university education. I am waiting to save enough money that I can afford a place of my own in an Australian city without the sort of mortgage versus income ratio that will make me feel trapped. I am waiting to see if there will be some recognition of my fiancés credentials by the AMA. Her study was a Masters of Medicine for the qualification of Physician’s Assistant, which is currently not recognized in Australia, even as it is in Canada and Britain. 

And I am waiting to see if the changes to healthcare and education in Australia will make it so similar to here that there is no point in returning. In the end, it’s all about the lifestyle. 

It is Australia’s greatest asset.
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Damian Smith
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