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Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

My response to the 6 areas of reference is below: 

1) I have lived in Vienna for 1 year and London for 7 years prior to this. I left Australia in 1995 and have worked or traveled across Europe, Pakistan, Iran, India, Africa, North America. 

2)I left Australia to see the world and because I felt Perth was to small to live in at the time. I also felt I needed to understand those outside of Australia to get a broader view of the world we live in. 

3)I have not come back as i see the career opportunities in markets such as the UK and Europe as much brighter. The opportunities are more varied and I felt my efforts are rewarded. Apart from extensive exposure to working across varied cultures I also see benefits in travel, cultural and social aspects by living and working across various countries. I feel Australia is so small/remote that it would be tough working there without getting the stimulas varied cultures bring. The only cost to me by staying away is my family and friends. 

4) I would like to understand in more detail the tax and other implications of moving back to Australia. I would also like to invest in Australia and feel expat investment should be encouraged. I am concerned over the increasing racist overtones I read about in Australia and from the outside looking in this is a issue if I ever moved back to Australia. Australia should embrace the fact that it cannot stay a white mans place. 

5) I am not sure what other countries do for expats. But if we were ever taxed like american expats I would think this is a huge step backwards. We pay tax where we work and do not expect to pay it twice. 

6)I don't register with embassies or join Australian clubs but if I was contacted I think I would check out any reasonable request.     
