Ted Craig

London

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I was born and educated in Melbourne and I am a professional Theatre Director. After an early start in Television in Australia, I came to London to pursue a career in the theatre. I was very successful in this and in 1973 I was asked to return to Australia to take  up the position of Associate Director of the Old Tote Theatre Company for the opening of the Sydney Opera House. In 1975 I realised that if I wanted to retain the option of continuing to work in the UK, I would have to do something about my passport.  I was advised to take out a British passport and then re-apply for my Australian one.  This I did and my new Australain passport was issued in 1984. In 1994, anticipating a lengthy stay back in Australia, I went to Australia House to renew my passport. Not only was it refused, I was told that it had been illegal all along.  I was most distressed at this news and have felt disenfranchised ever since.  It was only after I came across the Southern Cross Group that I realised I was not alone. I was very proud to reaffirm my citizenship in the ceremony at Australai House last year and hope that the enquiry will see fit to restore proper rights to Australians living abroad. I am currently the Artistic Director and Chief Executive of the Warehouse Theatre in Croydon, London. We champion new writing and I am very proud of the Australian writers we have encouraged and premiered - Michael Gow, David Allen and David Stevens amongst others.  We have co-produced with the Sydney Theatre Company and have employed many Australian actors and I am proud of the fact that Cate Blanchett made her London debut at the Warehouse Theatre. I do my best to promote the best of Australia in London and find it incredible that I am denied a passport aand citizenship which is my birthright. Yours sincerely, Ted Craig.
