Michelle Sian Campbell

Abbotsford B.C. CANADA

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I am a 27 year old first generation Australian (my parents are British) who has been travelling overseas for the past 2 years. My first 16 months were spent on the south island of New Zealand, the last 6 months have been on Canada's western shores, and my next intended stop is the UK most likely.

What has driven me here? On leaving school I joined the Defence Forces, serving my university years with the Navy, then 4 years out in the Air Force, fulfilling my return of service obligation. Whilst I joined the Defence Forces with the intent to travel, gain qualifications and experiences and set myself up by the time I was 25 years old - I realised by the age of 25 that I still wasn't completely satisfied; I hadn't achieved the overseas travel I initially thought I would, and found myself getting bogged down with cynicism over "management" within my Air Force category and the obstacles hit in trying to progress my qualifications (poor manning, we can't afford to get you away on courses etc). I also felt that my perspective was affected by the ease with which I had eased my way from school, through a funded university degree, into a secure, well-paid job where I had other people look after my administration. I guess I thought I'd had it too easy. I felt that in order to grow further personally I needed to take advantage of the fact I was not tied down (yet) by debt or a relationship and travel beyond Australia's shores to fully appreciate where I live. On leaving Australian shores I wanted to make myself open to the possibility of finding a new career path, meeting new people, adapting to different countries and "living overseas" which was something I envied in others. I also wanted to preferably find myself not living in a place occupied by lots of other Australians in the countries I lived in. Australians do have a reputation for travelling so one always comes across them, but I wanted to avoid that as much as possible in order to understand the views of the inhabitants in the countries I planned to live in.

My first stop, New Zealand, was just "across the ditch" but the small town I chose to live in made me feel most welcome - and I only came across 2 other Aussies in that town the whole time I was there. However New Zealand is not that far removed from Australia, so overall adapting to its lifestyle was not too much work - I got to see a most beautiful country, meet some amazing people, and particpipate in some fun adventures, though no new career occupation jumped out at me. 

So, onto my next stop, Canada. I managed to easily obtain a working holiday visa through via the Canadian High Commission in Sydney, and rather than move into Vancouver or up to the Whistler ski resort I moved to Abbotsford, an hour east of Vancouver on the US/Canada border. At this point in my travelling I have found my personal perspectives changing; where I left Australia in 2002 for "2 years of travel" I am finding that 2 years is not enough yet I have had enough of travelling and gaining mediocre employment. I want to return to a more fulfilling occupation and I have found I haven't yet had enough of the "overseas Australian" label. I enjoy being able to sell Australia (and NZ) overseas - and talking with a different accent to everyone else. Through growing up in NSW and Tasmania, then being posted through 4 different states or territories with the Defence Forces, I find myself in a fine position to advise people on what a fine place Australia is to visit...

My next stop is the UK, and, having taken time out from my role in the Air Force, I think I realise that the grass is not always greener - so I will be spending my last few months in Canada keeping a close eye on the employment scene within my old job category in the UK. My intent at this early stage  is to definitely return to Australia after a few more years away - I want to obtain some overseas qualifications, continue to meet people from different backgrounds, and continue to compile my list of "overseas must-do adventures" which seems to grow at 10 times the rate I actually manage to complete just one.

I have found to date that travelling as an Australian is not a difficult thing - so far I have been welcomed everywhere I go. Recent overseas developments and Australia's association with the US only seems to have tarnished our reputation (at ground level) minimally - and that depends very much on who you talk to. I do find travelling into the States a bit of a painful process though - as does every other citizen of every other country in the world in the current international climate.

As an Australian travelling overseas, I feel proud to be associated with my country of birth; my intent is to return but I guess like many others I am driven by a search to see and experience new things - and I consider that being Australian almost makes me more of a "global citizen" than some other people, because I like to think I come from a country accepting of people and their differences, and welcoming to different viewpoints rather than judging an individual by them. I also like to think that as an Australian I won't impose my beliefs or will on any other individual - and therefore will make myself more adaptable to all each country has to offer.

Michelle Campbell.
