Lisa Duskis

Lewiston, Maine, USA

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

My name is Lisa Duskis (maiden name : Simmonds), and I have been living abroad since March 28th, 2003. The main reason why I left Australia to live abroad is that I had met a man, and got married. There were other reasons for leaving also, but more that I wanted to be with my husband. I also thought that maybe the educational opportunities and also the employment opportunities would be better, considering I had unsuccessfully attempted to find work for almost two years.

For the foreseeable future, I will be remaining in the United States, and am currently in the process of moving from Maine, to Dallas, Texas. Doing so is also going to create, quite possibly more trouble than it is worth, as I not only have to notify authorities in the USA, but also notify the Australian Embassy/Consulate of my new residence. My objectives haven’t changed. Nor will they. I’m married, and I sincerely hope it will stay that way for a long time to come, although we are hoping to either move back to Australia sometime in the next 5-10 years. Maybe even sooner.

My family lives in Perth, Western Australia. Some may live in other states, but the majority live in WA. Of course I miss them, and I hope that when we do decide to come to Australia that the visas may be easier to get for my husband (and by then probably children also).

Currently, the only citizenship I hold is an Australian citizenship. I carry my passport wherever I go, to make sure that people do realize that although I hold a permanent residency in the US, I am still an Australian citizen.  As for getting a US citizenship, I still have to wait a few years before that can happen.

There, of course, are disadvantages to living abroad. Currently, the closest Consulate to here is in Manhattan, New York. Quite a distance to travel, and thankfully there is a consulate located in Houston, TX.  Of course, there are so many things I am still unsure of – like do I have to vote if I’m in the USA? If so, what are the procedures? What benefits can I get from the Australian government? What services can I still get? All the questions, that may affect us legally. Renewing one’s driver’s license can be a bear too – not sure just how to go about it, and now that I have to have my photograph taken for my Australian license – just how do I do that when I’m on the other side of the world?

The culture is another thing. Not that I want Australia to become an Americanized culture – far from it. The general concensus here from people that I encounter on a day to day basis all think that we’re a bunch of yobbos, and we have pet Kangaroos and Koalas. Not so! There is still such a stereotype that I try so hard to dispel the myths, rumors and any other facts about Australia (and Australians) that seem to be prevalent.

There is a big culture shock between the USA and Australia. Here, it seems, people can get offended over the smallest little thing, yet in Australia, you can be quite self-deprecating, and people just laugh. There is very little humor here, as people can get offended – even if you’re insulting the intelligence of an Australian, who, you, when you are an Australian, can laugh. Go figure. And even the smallest little things.. the cultural differences when it comes to language. What we call biscuits are bread like items, cookies are similar to our biscuits. Shopping trolleys are called baskets, or carts, depending on region. And forget the term Mince! Its called ground beef/turkey/chicken/pork/circle your preference.

There’s lots of things I wish for. Just because I no longer live in Australia – I’m not abandoning my homeland! The wish to be involved in a census, and even voting for our leader and other darstardly deeds that the government has up their sleeve (I say that in jest, of course). Just to feel at ‘home’. Oh how I would love to celebrate Australia day!

Kind regards,

Lisa Duskis

