Adrian Streather

Walzenhausen AR

Switzerland

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I moved myself and my family to Switzerland in 1993 because I was offered a job and an opportunity that was simply not available in Australia. We have stayed overseas despite losing one of our children to drugs because Australian employers and the Australian system does not provide for the creative type of person that I am. Australia also has a problem with is isolation and time zone issues but they can be overcome. Australia and Australians at home just do not take things seriously enough in the creative field. I am now a full time published author. There is no way I could have achieved this in Australia. We want to come home, back to live but we know nothing has changed. I would also like to point out that some Australian laws like the import of foreign vehicles in my case makes me reluctant to come home. This is not the place to discuss in detail such things but I wanted to set up a small museum and memorial to my lost child (they are linked) but it is not possible for me to import the museum items. Very sad really because this would have become a bit of a tourist attraction as well. It was to be set up in a small South Australian town where my child has been laid to rest.

This is one reason people leave and find it hard to come back because they cannot realise their dreams and ambitions at home. In my case it is not about money it is about being able to do what I want to do which sadly is almost against the law. Australians are capable of great things not just in sport. However if Australia wants us to do great things at home, be based at home then Australia has to let us do things and most importantly of all believe in us.I want to add value to our nation. I want to be part of our nation. I do not want to rip anyone off, I do not want to bend rules I just want to do what I want to do and let others benefit from it. The Australian system and laws will just not let me do these things. I am forced to stay away to achieve my ambitions and this is not fair.    
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