Karina Ho

Singapore 
Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

When and why you left Australia:  I left in Aug 2002, and plan to return late 2004. This is the 2nd time living overseas. 

The quality of advice available to you from Government and non-Government sources, either in Australia or overseas, prior to departure about what to expect in your planned movements and/or your rights and responsibilities in Australia after departure. Not a lot of advice was made to my attention, so I relied a lot on the consultants assigned to my relocation from my company.

If you are still away from Australia, whether your initial objectives have changed since you left Australia and, if so, why. I still live overseas, and had hoped to return in a few months time. However the difference in the tax rates (even with a currency that has appreciated over 30% on the Singapore currency) I am still a lot better off overseas. I am staying away longer than expected purely for a financial objective. 

Your current country of residence and whether you have moved between overseas countries while living outside Australia. Singapore

Your family situation.

Single

Your and your immediate family's nationalities of birth, other citizenships held and/or lost. Australian born Chinese. Now have a PR in Singapore (for tax and work purposes)

The challenges of synthesizing the culture and laws of Australia with the culture and laws of the country in which you now live, or have lived. Australians are much more forthright than I realized, now that I can see it from an overseas perspective. Sometimes good, but other times can be misunderstood as rude and obnoxious by Asians. 

Your thoughts on the concept of belonging in more than one country, transnationalism or bi-culturalism and issues of identity. With which of Australia, your birth country, or your country of adoption or residence do you most identify and, in each case, how do you identify with those countries? I identify with Australia as my home, which will never change. I identify with Singapore as a temporary base, although I am becoming more comfortable admitting that I now live in Singapore. Probably because Singapore is quite welcoming of foreigners. 

Difficulties in acquiring residency visas, work permits and/or another citizenship for yourself or members of your family in your overseas country. No difficulties other than the usual bureaucratic paperwork. 

Access to and involvement in non-governmental expatriate support and business groups, particularly those which concentrate on an Australian connection, and the value that you place on those organisations as well as your views on whether some of these groups should receive Australian government funding for the work they are doing to advance Australian interests abroad. No connections other than via the Australian Chamber of Commerce

Specific ways in which you feel you are contributing to Australia from abroad:

- provision of tourist information about Australia to overseas friends;

- local support to visiting and newly arrived Australians

- cultural exchange with people I work with, giving them more insight to the Australian values and customs

Recognition in your overseas country/ies of residence of professional and educational qualifications gained in Australia.

- recognised in Singapore bc there are lots of Singaporeans studying in Australia

If you are presently living outside Australia, your current thoughts on whether you expect to return to live in Australia, when, and why this is so.

- I hope to return late 2004 because of a better quality of life. Altho I won't be as financially well off, nor do I expect to have an equal or better job satisfaction level, I miss my family ties and feel that living in Australia is worth sacrificing these 2 aspects. Because Australia is such a micro-economy and has few Asia Pacific regional job roles available, it presents quite an unchallenging work environment. I think that this is one major reason why Australians who leave Australia find it difficult to return. Australia is quite inwardly focussed, which is not apparent until one is outside of Australia and looks at its activities in relation to the rest of the world. We are becoming somewhat like the US, and don't fully acknowledge that not everyone else shares our values or viewpoints. And because Australians can be quite bullish, we come across as telling the rest of the region what they should do. This is why I think that Asia will never see Australia as a part of the Asian region. Our approach to voicing our values are more the Americans.

How Australia might better take advantage of its diaspora.

- Studies like this to understand the real reason why Australians choose to live overseas, and decide whether these concerns are worth addressing

How Australia might be able to make members of its diaspora feel more connected to Australia.

- Have closer ongoing dialogue with Australians overseas to learn whatever we can from their experiences

- Continue to update Australians overseas what is happening at home, which can assist patriotism

