alan cameron

corona del mar, ca, USA
Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

Here are some ideas re US Australian interests and activities:

My wife and I are Australians who have been residents of CA for more that 30 years, after graduating from Monash University.

Australian is one of the most popular foreign countries for Americans. They want to visit Australia and they like Australians - but they actually visit European countries.

One of the reasons Americans like Australia is that Australia gives the US the largest trade surplus of any US trading partner - and that has been true for many years. Americans make good money in Australia. See http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c6021.html

Australia's business is relatively invisible in the USA. After Qantas and Fosters the next recognizable trade name in the USA might be UGG boots.

Australian trade promotion has been a mixed blessing in the USA. It's probably better to support broader, long term, private initiatives such as the Australian American Chamber of Commerce. Government involvement seems to discourage entreprenuerial activities. Australian government should just work on government to government issues. They should turn over any export transactions to invidual companies and consulting service companies.

Australia sends about AUS $1 billion per month in trade cash flow to the US. Is anyone really trying to figure out why?

Why does not Australia produce more export products for the US market. 

Why is Australia's major wine producer now American owned?

What happened to Australia's venture capital market?

Australian should follow the British examples in working in the USA. Australia should not just set up short term initiatives but work on long term relationship building. Australia has a great opportunity in the US but there seen to be no plan for the long term. The Free Trade Agreement sounds promising but fair trade would be better. US is likely to dominate bi-lateral trade even more under this new arrangement.

With just a 6 hour average timezone difference between NSW/QLD and California, there should be much more communication using VOIP and videoconferencing over IP between the 2 countries. Hardly anyone is doing that. Why not? We could help make that happen. The technology exists - see www.1pcn.com for some examples. Let's try to show people here what Australians could offer to the US.

Hope these ideas help.

