Gentlemen,

here goes ...

I sailed to Europe (Greece, on the r.h.m.s. Patras) in the early 60s with two Australian chums. We were in our very early 20s.

Reason: To broaden horizons (esp. commercial ones) and see the world. The time was right for doing this. Ultimate destination: London. None of us had a lot of money - I was probably the poorest of the triumvirate. All three of us worked for advtg. agencies in Sydney (two of us, Jackson,Wain in North Sydney - now Leo Burnett, the third, JWT, Sydney).

The other two got jobs fairly quickly (both had a degree) with blue chip ad. agencies. It was more of a struggle for me - probably because I set my sights too high.

Eventually landed a job (ad. agency) and same day, was offered a much more snr. position (and better paid, with better immediate prospects) as an "export advtg. executive". I took it, stayed with the firm for 10 years,

becoming ultimately  its advertising director   (a board appointment) with

responsibility for marketing support for all of its export brands in 130 countries.  Much o/seas travel was involved - the middle east in particular where considerable pioneering work was necessary. Having had enough of tobacco activity ...

... was invited to join a marketing & sales promotion company (London)  as director - intl. which I accepted.  After a year, was a founding partner in a marketing/sales promotion consultancy (also London): there, my skew was also towards world markets - esp. the Middle East.

By now, my two chums had returned to Australia (making me even more homesick and unsettled!)

After some 5 years, I withdrew from this partnersip. Having, for one reason or another, accumulated a lot of hotel/restaurant experience, I went on to buy with a business partner, a large inn (Kent) with an equally large a la carte restaurant. After 3 years, built the business up from one which was tottering on the brink of insolvency to one which was very profitable and with many industry accolades. Throughout, I retained, by invitation, some former clients and continued to attend to their marketing/mktng support needs. I sold that

(inn) business, started from scratch an a la carte restaurant (East Sussex) and concomitantly, carried-on consulting.

Sold that business, continued consulting (this end of my work went from

strength-to-strength) merged it with my wife's growing  Public Relations consultancy/agency on the outskirts of London and together, working shoulder-to-shoulder,  grew it to a leader in its field (consumer pr), selling it in late 2002.

I continue to carry, exclusively,  an Australian passport and would never want to give it up. Not a day goes by that I do not think of Australia.  In 2003, formally at Australia House, London, I re-stated my allegiance to my country.  After all these years, I continue to keep in very close contact with family and friends throughout Australia and follow my country's progress with equal closeness. I am a member of A.B.I.E. and have been so since shortly after its formation. My wife (an Anglo/Canadian) is an 100% aficionado of Australia and its people. We get back to Australia whenever we can.

Why have I been away for so long? One thing led to another (commercially) and the (own business) financial rewards over here were consequential. To give it all up with a view towards starting in business, all over again back home, struck me/us as being too great a decision to make (and a possible risky one).

England has been good to me (but not always) and I like to think that I have made my contribution to it. But having said that, I have never felt 100% at home in England, despite living in a good part of the country and despite having made many excellent English friends and business contacts. The English way of life is not particularly for me ... the Australian way of life most positively is ... particularly the sun, surf, sport, abundance of wonderful, fresh, food ... and its lifestyle generally - esp. the sea/harbours(s). I have an interest in a number of Australian companies.

Finally,  and without blowing my own trumpet, I like to think that I have always been and will always continue to be, for Australia, an excellent ambassador!

Advance Australia Fair!

Barton Guthrie
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