Hi,

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Expatriates living overseas.  My name is Matthew Passmore.  I grew up in Perth, Australia.  I have lived in Houston, Texas since November 2000.  I am employed as a chemical engineer there in the oil and gas industry (my job title is Senior Process Engineer).  My employer in Australia (Granherne Pty Ltd – a British company), offered me a transfer there after I expressed a desire to be relocated overseas.  Our company specializes in conceptual and feasibility designs for the oil and gas industry on a consultancy basis.  Our company is owned by Halliburton, a large US oil and gas services company.

I moved away from Australia initially to gain better experience in my chosen career.  Houston is classified as the oil and gas capital of the world and as such, most major oil and gas companies have their head offices in Houston.  In Houston I have been exposed to a variety of projects in vastly different regions than I would have been exposed to in Australia such as the Gulf of Mexico, South America and the Middle East.   In my industry, you are viewed more favourably if you have overseas experience on your resume.  Opportunities are more forthcoming and it often can lead to advantage in gaining promotions.  

From a personal perspective, I wanted to see the world and do more traveling.  I found Perth to be very isolated and very expensive to travel from.  To see a lot of different countries and regions, you need to move away and work and live somewhere (such as Europe) for a significant period of time.  I found that by living and working in the US, I could travel around South America, The United States, Canada and Europe a lot cheaper and easier than I could ever do in Australia.

One disadvantage of living overseas has been establishing a whole new life and identity in a new country which itself brings many frustrations and problems.  Another problem has been being so far from my friends and family.  I have experienced illness in my family last year and so being so far away was very hard.  I still find this to be one of the hardest aspects about living overseas.

Having worked away now for three years I find that I am unlikely to come back to work in Australia in the short to medium term.  Recently I was fortunate to be sent back to Perth on a 3 month secondment for a project.  I came to realize that I have grown away from my friends in Perth and the lifestyle I once new.  I also find that I would be hard pressed to live in a smaller city than Houston since I enjoy the flow on effects such as the arts scene, concerts, and travel opportunities.

Having also been back in Australia, I have also realized how much the cost of living including housing here has soared over the last three years while I have been away.  I am contemplating buying a house sometime in the future (I am 31 and will be a fist home buyer) and find that if I was to come back to Australia, I would find it difficult to get ahead especially because of the tax system here.  I currently pay up to 25% income tax in Houston and 8.25% sales tax.  As a result, I find that I have more disposable income in America than I would ever have in Australia.  I am able to save and travel easier and find that my goal of buying a property can be more easily realized by working overseas for the next few years.  From a consumerism point of view, goods and services are significantly cheaper in the US on a spending power basis, and so I find that I am able to afford to buy a nicer car and buy more affordable items such as new technology (such as computers) than I could ever buy in Australia.  Travel is also significantly cheaper which is also a great benefit.

I am a very patriotic Australian and see myself moving back to Australia at sometime in the future.  I love the attitude of Australians, I love the laid back lifestyle, the great weather, fantastic beaches, beautiful landscapes…. I know that I can always move back here and so in the meantime, I am keen to realize other things such as seeing the world, living affordably and saving for my future.

I hope this provides an insight into your inquiry from an Expatriates point of view.

Cheers

Matthew Passmore

Houston, Texas, USA
