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Naxxar, 
Malta

The Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee

Parliament House

Canberra Act 2600

Australia

24th Feb 2004-02-23

Submission to Inquire Into Australian Expatriates

Sir/Madam

I was born in Paramata hospital, Paramata, NSW, Australia on 30th September 1971. My father emigrated from Malta to Australia in 1964 and my mother in 1967, and they were married in Australia on 27th September 1969.

As a child I was able to enjoy dual citizenship due to being born in Australia to Maltese parents.
In 1986, my family moved back to Malta and under Maltese law I was required to decide between Maltese or Australian citizenship. Prior to amendments that took effect on 10th Feb 2000, Maltese law did not allow dual citizenship in adulthood.

I had to renounce my Australian citizenship using Section 18 of the Australian Citizenship Act 1948, in order to retain my Maltese citizenship into adult life. The decision to do this was not an easy one for me to make and was based solely on economic reasons, making it easier for me to gain employment, purchase property, open bank accounts etc without the need for complicated paperwork and forms.
I was extremely unhappy to renounce my Australian citizenship but at the time really felt there was no choice. I was born in Australia, spent the first 15 years of my life there and still consider myself to be Australian, even though I do not have Australian citizenship.

I note that Australian law changed with effect from 1st July 2002 to allow people who renounced their Australian citizenship, in order to retain the citizenship of another country, to apply to resume their Australian citizenship up to the age of 25. Unfortunately, this does not assist me as I was over 25 on 1st July 2002. 

I still maintain close ties with Australia through contact with family and friends and feel that I have now lost an integral part of my identity.
I hope that this brief explanation of my situation can contribute to the work of your committee in this inquiry

Yours Sincerely

Dianne Azzopardi

