Sent: Tuesday, 11 November 2003 10:13 AM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Submission to Australian Expatriates Inquiry

Sam Holmes

Nth Carolina USA

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I moved to the US in October 2000 after being offered a position by an Australian winery to work for their US partner selling Aussie wine in the US. The job had no down side my salary went from $AUS45,000 to $US95,000 and my tax halved. why not get paid over double to visit another country and come back when I got sick of it. That was my main motivation to move I could make more money and come back to Australia with international experience. The visa was a H1B and took 8 months to get nearly costing me the job, when I got there I didnt realise but my credit in Australia was worth nothing example to get a mobile phone AT&T wanted a $US1000.00 deposit and I couldnt get a credit card. But I survived and three years later have loved the experience, The government really has been no source of information or help all my contacts have come through other Australians there is a very tight community over here that seem to find each other. They have helped me get visa info, cricket tickets for Barbados (what a good time thankfully it only happens every 4 years) I joined an Aussie rules club and it goes on. What most people dont realise is every time I have any contact with any one in this country I am selling Australia and probably have done more for tourism in the US in three years than a million dollar ad campaign could dream of doing. Every time I speak to an American they all say with no exageration 90% say "it has always been my dream to go to Australia but it is so far and too expensive" When I explain it is a big plane not like the domestic ones and you can if you hunt around get a ticket for under $2000.00 and the exchange they will then say hmmm maybe I should look into it and quite often do. I have learnt more about Australia in these 3 years than I did in 12 years of school just because every body asks so many questions that in the end you get sick of feeling stupid and find out about your own country just to keep the locals happy. When it comes to moving back every Australian says they plan on moving back at some stage it is rare they want to stay. Most and myself just simply feel that raising a family in Oz feels safer and better than the US options. I am moving back next year with my fiance who is American the benefit to Australia is we are bringing all our $US with us and our combined experience that will be used to buy a house and start our own business something I could not have done if I had spent the last 3 years in Australia. We have been looking to buy a house for 6 months but the agents wont call back and the banks are scared to deal with a US resident unless you put a 40% deposit down. I also have a 6 figure Australian stock portfolio with JB were who recently told me that if I was not an Australian resident they would close my account, they then told me no other Australian firm could deal with me due to new legislation, I then transferred my account to my parents address. But you are telling me because I live in the US that you dont want my money and for me to investment in Australian companies, doesn't make sense.

If I could make recommendations it would be that if your credit and money is good in Australia or the US then the banks need to recognise that and let us transfer it. Encourage us to invest in Australia and train Australian businesses to not think we are a credit risk just because we are overseas.

Realise every Australian living over seas is like having 1 million direct mail flyers in the country keep us informed so we can keep promoting the place. Work with the AFL, Rugby clubs and any groups you can, you will find that 80% of the Expats are in regular contact with at least one group. For me it is USAFL and the Australian Wine Bureau.

Help us get home by giving us and the tourist more flight options, July the middle of winter I came home the plane was oversold and we paid $US2100 a ticket. We could have gone to Europe for $US300, a US holiday maker doesnt need a calculator for that one.(I know this is a tough one and not an easy fix with one comapany running the show)Try getting a pet in it costs the same as a return ticket for an adult.

Concerns for moving home

When I move back I will have to fill out a lot of paper work to get my fiance in but this is to be expected. I will also have to find out about private health insurance now that I am over 30 and have not had any due to being in the US and paying for it here. Going back to a much higher tax bracket and restablishing my credit. Finding a place to live before I get there so we can get our stuff sent somewhere and if the real estate people will even deal with some one in another country. Really all pretty easy stuff.

Thanks for the opportunity to tell my tale.

Sam
