Sent: Monday, 22 December 2003 9:51 AM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Submission to Australian Expatriates Inquiry

Kathryn Bennetts

Frankfurt Germany

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

As an Australian citizen living in Europe for the last 28 years I strongly request dual citizenship be allowed. I do not want to renounce my Australian citizenship. I am Australian and always will be. I come to Australai every year. Over the years I have been invited as a guest coach and teacher for  The Australain Ballet many times.I am an artist of international standing, well known in both Europe and North America. I think I am a wonderful cultural ambassador for Australia. However, I resent not being able to vote in a country where I have lived for over 20 years. I resent not being able to receive social security payments back in Australia. I travel constantly in my job and have an international perspective. Many of my colleagues have dual citizenship and cannot understand why Australia doesn't allow it. The Australian Consulate in Frankfurt also appears frustrated at all the requests of Austalian citizens enquiring why it is not possible. It can only help Australia. Kathryn Bennetts
