Margo Huxley

England

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I was born in the UK and came to Australia with my parents in 1949 and Australia is my home.  I have dual citizenship and have been living in the UK for the last 4 years, and this too is 'home'.

My first point is about why I came to the UK.  It is because of the parlous state of Australian universities that I gave up being a full-time academic to return to full-time study in UK.  

I think the undervaluing of intellectual endeavour, and the constant cutbacks and reorganising of universities has been quite disastrous for any attempt to foster in Australia a intellectually creative ethos (which is not the same as a 'clever country' nor yet a 'knowledge economy').  

Distance and a small population is a problem - there just aren't the same number visiting academics, seminars, joint research projects that there are in Europe, UK or US.  But that's all the more reason to foster overseas links and value Australians who do go overseas, and encourage them to come back, with Fellowships and the like (and to encourage more academics from other countries throughout the world to also visit and do collaborative research).

So I am torn between being Australian with my heart and Euro-Brit with my head. 

And there are a number of issues that make dual citizenship seem like second-class citizenship.

These include: the difficulty in finding out about voting rights, keeping on the electoral roll, finding out about elections and where to vote when overseas; and taxation issues.

I hope the Inquiry will consider ways to help expatriate Australians keep active in exercising their deomcratic rights, for instance, by being able to register with the Australian Electoral Office for email notifications of forthcoming elections, and where and when to vote overseas.

And I hope taxation issues, such as non-resident tax rates on Australian investments can be reviewed (it's hard enough managing in UK on Australian dollars as it is!).

One other matter which may not be within the Senate's ambit, but certainly affects anyone trying to move between countries, is the difficulty in getting a credit rating, when the ratings agencies won't take account of your record in another country.  

I had a terrible time with this, and have countless stories of friends in the same predicament, especially those trying to buy houses.  Surely, if money can flash round the stockmarkets of the world in a minute, credit ratings agencies can get previous records from another country.  

Is there anything a joint approach by governments can do to persuade credit agencies to be a bit more flexible?  And a bit more informed about the fact that people do move countries quite frequently.

(Mind you, I think the power of credit agencies to weigh one's life in the balance is too great already, but since that's the way the world works these days, then at least they could be a bit more transnationally efficient about it).

Finally, I support the Southern Cross Group's efforts to have the status of Australian expatriates taken more seriously at government level, and especially in valuing the achievements and energies of Australians wherever they are in the world.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission,

Margo Huxley

