I am one of many Australians living abroad. I have chosen not to take U.S citizenship, even though it may be to my financial detriment not to do so. I value my Australian citizenship highly and do not want anyone thinking that I would water it down by taking dual citizenship.

On one of my many trips home to Perth, I found I had lost my vote and was terribly disappointed.

I have a brother and his children and grandchildren, a sister and her children and grandchildren at home in Perth. I have two sons, and many, many friends. I will always call Australia home. The reason I live in USA is because I am married to a US citizen. After we married, we lived in Western Australia for five years, and now we live in Wyoming, USA. We may well bring our Australian daughter and return to live in Perth again soon. We have her booked in Presbyterian Ladies College as if we had never left.

I am very strong in my ties to Australia. I am the US representative for Scotch College (WA) and have run two reunions of our "old Boys" from that school. There are about 80 of us in US and 20 in Canada.

Would you please consider allowing our citizens abroad the full benefits of citizenship and allow us the vote.

Thank you for the opportunity to add my submission to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Tom Brown

Pinedale, Wyoming, USA
