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Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

Following the given format for submission-

Personal:

I left Australia in February 1991 as a graduate from Victoria College in Fine Art (Painting). I left as an intended emigrant, not really sure of my destination. As a 22year old, I considered the only choice to be between London, New York or Paris. I ended up in London and have stayed ever since.

At that time, I left for three reasons. 1)Running away from my immediate family. 2)Running away from my community. 3)and, most consciously, I felt there were no opportunities for me within the Melbourne art scene given my experiences in art college and the conservative nature of the key players. No other city within Australia seemed big enough to contain the real multi-faceted open world view that I needed.

I go back to Australia every year or every second year. I have made attempts to create links with the current Melbourne and Sydney art worlds. It still seems quite hostile to expats, though clearly open to people from other cultures born in other countries. I understand that I will not be welcome within established galleries and organisations when I do return so I plan to create my own context regardless of the status quo. I am still in London because it is only in very big metropolises, like London, that I have the mental space to make my art and to openly bring my views to galleries and other cultural organisations. I no longer stay away because of the first 2 factors.

I have a long-term partner who is British. We intend to move (back) to Australia within 15 years if possible. I have duel citizenship - Australian and British because my father was born in London. I would not want to choose between the two. It used to be an advantage to have Australian citizenship over British, because in many parts of the world, Australians were seen as 'good guys' while the British were seen as 'colonial oppressors'. Unfortunately, that is no longer the case. Now it would make very little material difference which passport I handed in at passport control in most countries except the EU. And it's easier in terms of visas to have a British passport for the USA.

As a non Anglo-Celtic Australian (mixed heritage 5th + 2nd gen Australian of Jewish, English, Aboriginal and Lutheran German,etc descent), I never felt dinky-die Aussie while I lived in Australia. I was bi-cultural while I grew up as a Jewish person living in Melbourne. I felt much more Australian when I left. Now I feel (sometimes) proud to be Australian, Jewish and a Londoner equally and with different emphasis at different times.

Making artwork about Australian identities and as a curator of exhibitions bringing Australian artists and interests into art exhibitions, I know I create a visiblity around Australian-ness. This visibility is as a critical force within discussions of post-colonialism and post-modernity, and not within a touristic or romantic Australiana  industry. I also work in international institutions and national organisations like Tate Modern and the British Library, discussing and critiquing the collections in my Australian accent with my Australian perspective.

I intend to return to Australia, as long as migration allows my partner of 10 years in, for two reasons. Firstly, it really is the lucky country and the standard of living in incomparable. Secondly, as my parents age, I would like to spend more time with my mum and be closer to my brother and sister. I also know now that I can make opportunities happen when I return and do not have to rely on established structures. I won't look to others for jobs and opportunities. I'll create my own.

Since leaving Australia almost 13 years ago, I have come to feel more and more frustrated at how Australia pictures itself to itself. Australia has a very distorted view of itself as a culture in the global environment. It undervalues its contribution and worth, constantly selling itself short and cheap. And yet also expecting things to come more easily than is realistic. Somehow I would hope that Australia can listen to its expats to create a realistic view of themselves. Expats can hold up a mirror, a reality check.

Re-entry issues:

It's still some time off for me and my partner, but I do anticipate problems with immigration around same-sex partnerships. We think in terms of points and migration factors assuming my partner will be treated as just another pom wanting to live in Australia and without consideration to our relationship, which if it is a factor, will be a negative one.

Tall poppy issues are alive and well in contemporary Australian culture. As I have already mentioned, there is chagrin at people choosing to leave Australia to further their careers, especially when the choice is England. I know I will be starting out as if I had no track-record when I return to Australia. This is likely to effect where I end up living.

Specific Barriers:

none

