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The Secretariat

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Tel: +61 2 6277 3560

Fax: + 61 2 6277 5794

E-mail: legcon.sen@aph.gov.au
Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

Personal background:

Having been born, raised, and educated in Melbourne, I graduated from Melbourne University in 1989. It was whilst a student at Melbourne University that I first travelled internationally. During the second year of my degree, I had the opportunity of being an exchange student in Aichi prefecture, Japan, for a three month period. It was during this exchange studentship that my interest in pursuing an internationally oriented career began.

On returning to Australia I completed my studies and together with my family began planting our family vineyard with Pinot noir, Sauvignon blanc, and Chardonnay vines. A sojourn to South Australia led to study at the renowned University of Adelaide's Roseworthy Campus, where I graduated with a Diploma of Wine marketing in 1994.

Since graduating from Roseworthy in 1994, I have been extensively involved in all facets of the wine industry, especially wine production. I have had professional involvement with the following Australian wine companies: Mildara Blass Ltd; DeBortoli Wines Pty Ltd; St Hallet Wines Pty Ltd; Peter Lehman Wines Ltd; Coldstream Hills Ltd; BRL Hardy Ltd; and Stonier's of Mornington Pty Ltd.

In 1997, I travelled to Japan again and am still here, at present I am based in the Tohoku region of Japan, which lies to the north of the Honshu Island, where I am introducing the culture of wine to the local citizens through wine education programmes.

In 2002, I married Yoko Akasaka, who is a research scientist working in the field of plant biotechnology. Yoko's current research is in developing bio-fuel crops. 

Addressing areas of concern:
· I have been based in Japan since September 1997, and expect to be here for at least another three years.

· Initially I moved to Japan because of interest created during my exchange studentship when I was a college student, however now I am here because of family ties. One major factor that drove me towards an international career was a lack of opportunities in Australia.

· As with everything, there are advantages and disadvantages being an expatriate Australia. The key advantages are: increased employment opportunities; professional development; personal development; an increase in personal confidence; being able to become a bridging ambassador between Australia and one’s newly adopted country. Some of the disadvantages involved are: some Australian employers do not value international experience greatly; loss of network opportunities, as the saying goes ‘out of sight - out of mind’; friendships can weaken; difficult on family and friends; lack of superannuation contributions. The benefits to the Australian nation are greater than to the individual, however to the losses and hardship on the individual are much greater than to Australia.

· As an expatriate Australia, I do not ask for much, however it would be a great advantage if the following could be implemented: a network that enabled government documents such as driver’s licences to be sent to Australians living abroad; a network that allowed qualified Australians living anywhere in the world to be informed about new positions becoming available; a system that allowed superannuation contributions to be made by expatriate Australians and being matched by the government in lieu of an Australian employer;  providing assistance by the DFAT, or similar, so that Australian ex-patriots can make a smoother transition when returning to Australia from overseas; allowing Australian and their families to return to Australia more easily.

· At present Australia does little to use her expatriates in promoting Australia’s economic, social and cultural interests. Australian expatriates have all developed their own network, which can be utilised for educating people about Australia. One example that would work would be to supply Australians with samples or questionnaires for them to gather information about interest concerning Australia.

 If you would like any more ideas on providing for expatriate Australians then please contact me, I would be only too pleased to assist.

I look forward to hearing the Senate Inquiry’s recommendation.

Yours sincerely,

Anthony J. Kennedy

