I am submitting my views as to why Australians move overseas as someone who has lived overseas (in Germany, Scotland and Pakistan). 

Firstly my father had migrated (from Germany), so there has always been relatives overseas and my mother had done the Aussie working holiday/ hitchhike round Europe when young and other great aunts and uncles also travelled and lived overseas. We did a lot of meeting people returning from their last trip and  slide nights! 

I did a PhD mainly for the chance to travel  and work overseas with a postdoc in Germany where i got to learn another language, my relatives and a different culture (especially as this was before the wall came down). I came back to Australia but wanderlust was still there and I had always wanted to participate in Australian volunteers abroad and did so with 2 years in Pakistan. 

I can only recommend that all Aussies should spend time in a developing country (and having been a Muslim one it's made me a more tolerant person given todays issues). I thoroughly enjoyed my time there and loved the differences. I had backpacked around South Asia before so wasn't totally naive but living in a country gives one a completely different perspective to visiting. I learnt Urdu and came back and did 2 years at uni learning the written script (which came in handy when I was working on a project where respondents could reply in Arabic so i did some basic Arabic as well).

Then still feeling wandelust and decisding after Pakistan to move sides into public health completed an MPH in Scotland. I had the advantage that I have dual citizenship so can work in the EC without a visa, helpful when a student. 

I think that the obvious benefits are that people learn other languages, get to meet people that they may never come across (as those people overseas did - in pakistan in the town I lived in were only about 20 foreigners) and start to understand how/ why people think and act differently in ways which may be better or worse than you are accustomed to.

While certificates from the Australian government have been given out to those who have done the Aust Vols abroad there is a greater opportunity surely for the govt to  promote Australia while they are abroad and doing all those good things (without a military uniform /connection).

Stuff business people and high profile bods like Steve Waugh, get down to those who live among another country's everyday folk (cause in most countries they are the rent-a -crowd) they are the ones promoting greater understanding and harmony.

I think a person who likes difference, change and variety will head off overseas for extended peiods and those are the people you want to foster here, especially if Australia is to stay a harmonious, culturally diverse society.
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