Mr. Andrés Irigoyen                                                                                 Montevideo (Uruguay)

20/02/2004

THE AUSTRALIAN DIASPORA

As requested by The Australian Senate's Legal and Constitutional References Committee has 

opened an inquiry into Australian expatriates

(a) The extent of the Australian Diaspora;

Bearing in mind the large number of Uruguayans who migrated to Australia over the past thirty years, I estimate well over 40.000, I have the feeling that a proportion of them has returned, after achieving the retiring age. Perhaps, CENTRELINK can provide information on this matter.

(b) the variety of factors driving more Australians to live overseas;

On this point I can only speak for myself. My mother was ill and I felt that the appropriate thing was for me to be by her side at that time, year 1986, eighteen years after arriving in Sydney as a young man of 24 years of age, with no assistance at all. ( see C.V. attached )

By the time my mother died I was involved with an Uruguayan lady, relationship that lasted till the year 2000. Unfortunately this country was immersed in the worse crisis ever and I was caught in it. (If necessary I shall furnish the Senate Investigating Commission with the details on this part of the story. Briefly, I was despoiled unlawfully of my property and left with no money to enable me to return to Australia). I want to add that I entered this country with my Australian passport, the only passport that I have.

(c) The costs, benefits and opportunities presented by the phenomenon;

Departing from the premise that; " an individual living in the Country, unless he causes a damage,

is good for the State. If he is living overseas, unless he is doing something worthwhile for the Country, he is a loss to the State ". Particularly if such an individual was born and raised in Aus-

tralia, probably, at a cost to the State. In my case, I was born and educated in Uruguay, in addi-

tion, I received no assistance at all when I migrated to Australia.

(d) The needs and concerns of overseas Australians;

For those Australians residing in Uruguay there should be some consideration from the Authorities at the Australian Embassy in Buenos Aires by establishing a monthly visit to Montevideo in order to have a face to face contact, particularly with the ones in a distressful and defenceless situation whereas if they do not count with an official representation, which may keep the right attitude among the usually rather abusive local authorities, their rights will be violated.

(e) The measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of

their expatriates: 

In Uruguay, the Government has invited its expatriates: 

Firstly, to register themselves at the Web page called " Vìnculo ". www.uruguay.gub.uy 

Secondly, to promote - in their own capacity - the goods and services of the country or just generate a cultural liaison through; sports, folklore, students exchange, etc. between both communities.

Thirdly, to the professionals ( particularly Scientist ), whenever possible, to come back to the country to give lectures at the Faculties. For this purpose the Government has established a fund, as an incentive and to mitigate the loss of income and travel expense.

(f) Ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our

economic, social and cultural interests.

My suggestion is to have as a reference what I mentioned in paragraph (e).

Please note: This submission has been composed and written by myself, Mr. Andrés Irigoyen an Australian citizen, by choise, since April 1972.

