Lillian Marsh

Marsascala, Malta

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I was born on the 6th June 1958 and was also fully educated in Australia.  I had also worked part-time whilst a student and then full-time for about a year, where I paid all due taxes, etc. I wish to advise you of my circumstances which lead to the renounciation of my Australian citizenship as follows.

I was single and had left Australia beginning June 1976 (just before turning 18), with my sister, who was also single and mother.  My mother was widowed in Australia and was going through a rough time and she wished to return to her country of birth where her sister lived, i.e. Malta.  As both my sister and I were single we had to travel with her as my mother would not have left us alone.  I was still 17 when I left Australia and enjoyed dual nationality, i.e. Australian (my birth right) and Maltese (inherited from my parents).

My mother's only income was a Widows Pension from Australia.  She was finding it very difficult making ends meet, supporting both my sister and I, so I decided to apply for a job in Malta.

My first obstacle was that I needed a work permit and this was only valid for three months and then I would have to leave the country and re-enter to have the work permit extended - that is if this was approved.  I had no guarantees.  Because of this factor, finding employment was difficult as no employer wished to go through this situation.

I therefore had no alternative except to renounce my Australian citizenship.  

When I went to the Australian Embassy, nobody explained the consequences of my actions.  I was only told that nobody can take away my birth right.  The whole procedure took about 2 minutes to do. Even when I had left Australia nothing was ever explained to me on what to expect, my rights or responsibilities.  So at all times I was basically left in the dark with nobody giving any sort of advice.

My mother and sister are back in Australia and have been there for the past 15 years.  I also have another married sister and two married brothers and have eight neices and nephews, so basically all my immediate family are living in Australia.  All of them are Australian citizens.

I visit my family in Australia for a couple of months every two years and every time, I had to apply for a visa, (before the introduction of the electronic visas), even though I was born in Australia.  In order to avoid this, about six years ago I had tried to apply for the resumption of my Australian Citizenship, so I went to the local Social Services Department.  I was given a form and told to pay a sum of money, but again nobody knew anything about this and did not help or advise me.  Even to find the proper form there was confusion about which form should be given to me to complete as I was still Australian born.  All I had to do is hope for the best.  To my utter disappointment, my application was refused and the reason given was that I was not living in Australia.  I was told that I could resume Australian citizenship if I lived in Australia for two years.

I am married to an Airline Captain and have one son who is currently studying.  I am employed full-time as a Customer Services Manager with a leading health insurer.  In my situation it is impossible for me to pack and leave for two years.  Obviously, I do not wish to separate from my family here in Malta - but the Australian authorities require me to do so if I am to resume my Australian citizenship - this does not say much for family values.

Whenever I visit Australia I find it exasperating and incomprehensible that people from all over the world, who still dress in their native country's attire, do not read, write and speak English or keep their own country's customs are Australian citizens.  Yet, I was born, educated, employed, still have Australian accented English and have all my family Australian citizens, but I am not, and cannot be an Australian citizen because now I am once again being discriminated against because I am too old!  If the new legislation was passed through Parliament in 1983 then I would have been eligible, as I was still 24 and married, so automatically had Maltese citizenship through my husband and could then have had dual nationality.

In view of the above, I would like you to reconsider your decision about regaining my Australian citizenship.  

I very much look forward with great anticipation to receiving a favourable reply by return, and hope that this time I would not be so very much disappointed from the country that basically made me what I am today.

Yours faithfully

Lillian Marsh
