Sent: Friday, 5 December 2003 11:16 PM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Parliamentary Inquiry into Australian Expatriates

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to the Inquiry as a voice of the 'hidden' Australian diaspora.  By the latter, I refer to Australians who were born elsewhere, became citizens, and then returned to their country of origin or some other country (in our case, after six years).  Unlike other members of the diaspora, we became Australians by choice.  Our decision to move to the USA (my wife and I are originally Canadian) was an agonizing one necessitated by family-related issues rather than any dissatisfaction with life in our adopted country.  We remain deeply attached to Australia, and welcome this Inquiry as an opportunity to make our voices heard, to express our concerns and our unique perspective on expatriate status, to indicate how we have continued to contribute from afar, and to consider how we can not just maintain but also strengthen our ties with Australia.

I'm not sure that I can articulate all of my thoughts on each of these issues in this somewhat impromptu first letter to the Inquiry, but at least it is a start.  My first impression is to emphasize our deep attachment to Australia - a sentiment that may not be appreciated due to the fact that our accents always betrayed us as 'outsiders'.  Many colleagues in Oz, I'm sure, regarded us as fair-weather ‘auslanders’ who abandoned the country on a whim, never having anything more than a superficial commitment to their new country.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  As I said, we went the distance to become citizens, and as with many expatriates, it is our intention to return on a permanent basis when circumstances warrant.  So - I think that foreign born Aussie expats are just as attached to Australia as their native-born counterparts, and we should not be thought of as a 'lesser' species of expat.

A second thought is to stress that we do what we can to stay in touch with Australia, and to make a meaningful contribution.  My wife and I are co-authors of an introductory-level university textbook that has been a significant factor in elevating Australia to the front rank of countries in the area of tourism management and education.  We have every intention of producing new editions of this book.  I have also authored a textbook on Australian ecotourism which has played a similar role in this sub-field of tourism.  We would love to continue our Australian research, much of which has been published in leading international journals, and which has contribution to the enhancement of this sector.  Any initiatives that would facilitate this involvement would be welcome.  Currently, the fact that we are no longer employed by an Australian university (we were at Griffith University) excludes us from participating in funding schemes through the CRC Sustainable Tourism or the ARC.

Perhaps the fact that we are perceived here to be Americans gives us an advantage in serving as bridges between Australia and North America.  I do know that when we praise Australia in front of our American colleagues and friends, they tend to listen carefully, since we are not thought to have the ingrained biases of the native born.  Many of our students want to travel to Australia because of the way we have portrayed the country in our classes, and we hope to run fieldtrips as the post-9/11 paranoia winds down.  So, I think that we have been good ambassadors.

To conclude for now, please consider our participation in this Inquiry to be an affirmation that we, and many other foreign-born expats, want to 'help shape and enrich the future of our country so that Australian expatriates can become better connected and integrated into the life of our nation, for the benefit of all Australians'.  After all, it's our country too!

Sincerely,

Dave Weaver 

Dr. David B. Weaver

Professor of Tourism & Events Management

Dept. of Health, Fitness & Recreation Resources

George Mason University

Manassas, Va. USA 

