
Mrs Joyce Schembri


Dingli, MALTA 

17 February 2004

The Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee

Parliament House

Canberra

ACT 2600

AUSTRALIA

Fax: +61 2 6277 5794

Email: legcon.sen@aph.gov.au

Submission to Inquiry into Australian Expatriates

Dear Sir or Madam:

My name is Joyce Schembri (nee Vassallo).  I was born in Australia in 1963. I lived in Australia until 1973 and was an Australian Citizen by birth, when my parents of Maltese descent moved back to Malta.  

I am writing to you to consider reinstatement of my Australian Citizenship due to extraordinary circumstances as I have outlined below.

On the 23rd March 1982 at 18 years of age, I was sent for by the Maltese Immigration Department and was instructed that I had to renounce my Australian Citizenship that very day or I would be deported back to Australia within 48 hours, without a passport. I was then sent directly to the Australian embassy where I was forced to sign relevant paperwork immediately. The paperwork was waiting ready upon my arrival. I was not allowed time to read through the paperwork let alone granted time to take a copy home to read over and seek professional advice.

Had I not complied, I would have been immediately deported. I would have been uprooted by force, from my family, against my wish. This would have obviously caused enormous distress. Besides the following: 

· Inability for family to be treated as a unit when family members hold different passports - Retaining my Australian citizenship I would have had to live in Australia far away from my family

· Denial of obtaining employment - Retaining my Australian citizenship I would have been refused employment with Government and Parastatal companies. In the private sector employment would have been closed shop as I did not posses any specialised skills or experience, at that young age, that other Maltese citizens did not posses to be granted a work permit.

· Requirement to pay higher taxes when purchasing property ~ Retaining my Australian citizenship I would have needed to deposit a guarantee of a large amount of money in the bank to enable me to purchase any property.

· Denial of the usual marital rights in relation to inheritance laws on the death of a spouse, or family member ~ Retaining my Australian citizenship I would have suffered higher additional taxes.

· Denial of, social security benefits ~ Retaining my Australian citizenship I would have had to pay for any medical assistance. 

Not only was the threat of being deported a traumatic experience, but during this period, I was under an enormous amount of stress and was under heavy medication for lumps which had developed in my breasts. At the time doctors were still uncertain whether the lumps were cancerous or benign. I am able to produce for your reference a copy and translation of the original medical certificate which I have kept for medical reasons showing I was off work at the time when I was forced into renouncing my Australian Citizenship.

Also, I still have copies of the original paperwork handed to me which states that I lodged with the Australian High Commission in Malta a Statement of renunciation on my citizenship. 

I never lodged of my own free will any such application. I was forced into this situation at a highly stressful time in my life, when I was heavily sedated by medication and pressured to sign on the spot, otherwise be deported back to Australia immediately with no passport. 

I firmly believe the reason so much pressure and force was used at the time to reinstate Maltese citizenship was purely for political reasons due to an upcoming election later in that same year. 

I lived in Australia for over ten years, my lifelong wish is to return to my homeland, where I still have relatives and friends, with whom I am very close. 

I still hold a current Australian Commonwealth bank account through which I pay government taxes.

Both of my sisters who are younger than myself, and born in Australia have retained their Australian citizenship as they where informed they could stay in Malta under Australian Citizenship and have freedom of movement till 21 years of age. I was never informed about this option.

I have been trying for a number of years with both the Maltese authorities and the Australian High Commission based in Malta to either reinstate my Australian Citizenship or permit Dual Citizenship. However neither has been able to help, and when I go to the Maltese authorities they tell me to go the Australian High Commission and vice versa. 

As a further note to the above I would like to point out the following situations that exists in my family regarding Maltese and Australian Citizenship.

Myself 

I am presently a Maltese citizen, live in Malta, have 2 children born in Malta without Australian citizenship. At 19 I renounced my Australian citizenship as outlined above. I must stress at this point that during that time I was not told of any possibilities other than renunciation. For example I was not told about options such as freedom of movement.

Vivienne  - Sister aged 38

Presently of dual Maltese/Australian citizenship, lives in Malta, has 3 children all born in Malta with all having dual Maltese/Australian citizenship. My sister at 19 was told about the freedom of movement option and decided to take the option. At 21 she married a Maltese citizen, as a wife of a Maltese citizen, unlike a husband married to a Maltese citizen who is not allowed to work, she was able to work in Malta.

Lisa – Sister aged 35

Presently of dual Maltese/Australian citizenship, lived in Malta up till 2001, unmarried with no children. Initially took the freedom of movement option at 19 and ‘managed’ to work irregularly until she was found out. Presently lives in Australia and enjoys dual Maltese/Australian citizenship.

I must point out that this situation outlines the fact that our family is split as regards to citizenship and freedom to live in Australia. Also the situation does not stop there as the situation also effects our children as my children are Maltese whereas my sisters children are dual Maltese/Australian citizens. I find this situation very distressing considering our very close relationship.

I hope with your understanding and sense of fairness you can see how poorly I have been treated and I would appreciate all your help in reinstating my Australian Citizenship and also enable my children to gain Australian citizenship that they would have enjoyed if I were an Australian citizen at their birth. 

If you require any further information or have any questions I can be contacted at the address or e-mail at the bottom of the page.

Thanking you in advance,

Yours sincerely,

Joyce Schembri

