Brian Dunkin

Toronto, Canada

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I left Australia in 1985 to take residence in SE Asia as part of my employment. When that employer closed down, I took advantage of an job offer an moved to Canada, where I’ve been with my family, for 13½ years. Although I was doing a lot of work with Austrade, there was no advise offered in regard to my movement. I was contacted by Australia Tax about 4 years after leaving Australia but was able to produce a letter from them indicating I was clear of any Australian tax burden. My initial objectives have changed, as has Australia. I would return in a heartbeat if I could arrange a suitable job. I have returned to Australia twice – once for my daughters wedding and once for a holiday – we drove through the outback from Sydney to Perth and back. 

I am in my 2nd marriage and have one child. My 1st marriage was in Australia where I have 3 children and 3 grand children. My wife is British and my daughter is Canadian. I have considered taking Canadian citizenship since Australians are now allowed dual – but I feel I am giving up something and have remained 100% Australian. I can’t see any great advantages except travel from Canada to the US is easier since security was tightened in 2003. I have no problems with a total synthesis into the Canadian culture. 

Canada has recently required all permanent residents to obtain a Permanent Resident Card. Return travel to Canada is jeopardized through not having this card. It is a very poorly managed program and has prevented me and other non-Canadians from traveling. I am a director on the Australian Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Toronto. (I am also a director and an active umpire with the Ontario Australian Football League.) This allows me to contribute to Australia in a small way. I have had a lot of contact with Austrade over the years. They are generally quite effective for large companies but don’t really provide much help for small business. The standard of education in Canada is probably equivalent to Australia – although the curriculum is different. The cost if education ion Canada seems to be much higher than in Australia. Australian qualifications are held in equal regard with local qualifications. As mentioned earlier, I would return to Australia in a heartbeat if there was a suitable employment opportunity. Australian Diaspora seems to take care of itself. We gravitate towards each other to embrace our culture, cheer our heroes and support our sporting idols. Recognition in Australia, that most of us that are overseas have significantly broadened our horizons and cultural tolerances, and might offer some real contribution if enticed to come home. We would feel more connected if the Australian media expanded to a global market. Aussie rules football is a classic example where everyone who has seen it, yet alone plays it in North America, loves it. But it’s never on TV or in the news. On a more international scale, cricket coverage is non-existent. We are hungry for Australian political news  - it’s non existent. We are made to feel very welcome and at home in Canada. This will never change. Re-entry There are no difficulties in obtaining travel documents for my family. My 13 year old daughter is in fact considering taking Australian citizenship My family and I maintain string Australian ties in the local community and would have no culture-shock of fitting in again. Most of the people I speak to back in Australia would not consider us as tall poppies unless we put ourselves in that category. Family members who live the greater part of their life overseas lack roots. 

Housing in Canada is the same as Australia. If you have a job and can afford a mortgage, you can buy what you want and live where you want. This is not the case in SE Asian countries where I have lived – expats generally pay significantly higher rent than locals and are unable to purchase  property. 

I would expect more educational opportunities for my daughter in Australia than Canada. Qualifications gained in the overseas countries where I attained them would be accepted unconditionally in Australia. As mentioned earlier, the really only restriction for me returning to Australia is employment. Income levels would remain relatively the same. I would be prepared to sacrifice any retirement or pension entitlements to return home – not that I have any that are significant. Credit ratings are more globally accepted and I have maintained a small bank account in Australia. It would be incredible of the Australian government wanted expats to return home and offered help or incentives.  I know of no existing support or assistance programs. Registration for social and benefits would be immediate for me and my family. I would have no problem with electoral registration because I would be an Australian citizen returning as a resident. The politicians want me to enroll. I may have to take a driving test but can drive on my Canadian license for 1 year. Medicare benefits would be immediate. I would not anticipate any problems if I returned home.

Brian Dunkin
